
 

 

        June 8, 2025 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

A Case of (Re?)Baptism 
 

Last week, we considered what a person needs to know before baptism. To sum up, you must: be-
lieve in Jesus; be ready to commit to him; and understand what baptism means. That last point in 
particular needs to be carefully defined—it does not mean that you must understand every blessing 
associated with baptism for it to be valid. We must be aware that God commands it in response to 
the gospel, but our ignorance of every promise associated with it does not make those promises 
null and void. You can only obey a command, not a promise; we trust that God always does what 
he says he will do in light of our faithful obedience. 
 
That leads to another question, then: is there any scenario where someone should be rebaptized? 
Let’s begin to answer that by looking at a story. 
 
Apollos and the Ephesian Disciples 
In Acts 18, we encounter a man named Apollos, described as eloquent and competent in the Scrip-
tures. He was the type of preacher who captivated his listeners with his speaking ability, but it 
wasn’t just empty platitudes; he had an incredible degree of knowledge. Despite that, he didn’t 
know the entire message about Jesus. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being 
fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew 
only the baptism of John. (Acts 18:25) 
 
So Apollos was preaching about Jesus. Perhaps he talked about his miracles or his teachings, per-
haps he opened up the Scriptures and pointed to prophecies of his coming. It even says he taught 
accurately; that must mean that everything he taught was accurate…up to a point. His knowledge 
was deficient: Apollos only knew the baptism of John the Baptist. Now, John’s baptism was a bap-
tism of repentance for forgiveness of sins, something it had in common with Christian baptism. 
But he was ignorant of baptism in the name of Jesus, proclaimed on Pentecost.  
 
We can imagine Apollos encouraging people to be baptized, then, in John’s baptism. That would 
effectively commit them to be John’s disciples: to repent, have forgiveness, live holy lives, but 
with a view to the one who was to come. Apollos simply had yet to be taught about baptism in Je-
sus’ name. 
 
Fortunately, Paul’s fellow Christians, Aquila and Priscilla, heard him preach and they took him 
aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately (v. 26). To his credit, Apollos listened 
with an honest heart. He immediately went to Corinth and began preaching Jesus as Christ. Based 
on what we read later in 1 Corinthians, he made a big impression there, watering the seed that 
Paul planted. He was now able to teach the whole message of Christ. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship  
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#915 Trust and Obey  
 #881 Mansion Over the Hilltop 
Closing Prayer by: Ross Ward  

#837  I Need Thee Every Hour 
#543 Wonderful Words of Life  

  
Bobby Rader’s group will meet at the building 

 today at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Next Sunday, June 15th, we will start the Chosen 
series on Sunday nights at 5:00 p.m. 

Welcome by: Daniel Balch  / Opening Prayer by: Don Taylor  
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch  

Scripture Reading by: Pierce Balch  
#383 Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross  

Communion Devotional by: Bobby Rader  
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#867 To Canaan’s Land  
Sermon: “The Chosen: Paul” 

Philippians 3:4-7 
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Our Sick 
 
Steve Lunceford has cancer and not doing 
well. 
 
Anthony Semien, Lori David and Lisa 
Orebo’s brother, had stroke.  He is in Memo-
rial Hermann MICU. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,   Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, 
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna 
Wilson,  Jo Ella McKewen,    Oscar Cantu, 
Jennifer Stelly, Steve Ward, Geri Cryer, 
Gloria McKelroy,   Scott Overton, Rickey 
Lucas, Debbie Lynn, Kim Berka 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Catherine Parker, Peggy 
McIntosh, Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific, 
Mani Pagidopali in India 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch         Bryant Perkins                 
Don Taylor         Danny Balch 
Robert Ward       Walden David 
          Gus Tristan 

Upcoming Activities 
 

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, June 9th at 
5:30 p.m.. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Thursday June 19th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
VBS is Saturday, June 28th from 9-2 p.m. 

Camp Red Oak Springs 
Calling all of our youth: make your plans to 
attend Session 5 of Camp Red Oak Springs in 
Newton, June 29-July 5.  
Parents, if you're worried about sending your 
younger kids off, it's only about an hour away, 
and they can go for just part of the week. Plus, 
our own Brooks McKelroy IV will be working 
this session and will be happy to keep in touch 
with you. Brooks is also willing to answer any 
questions/concerns you may have if you have 
never been involved in this before--he has for 
many years. 

The problem, however, was that many in Ephesus had heard only Apollos’ early sermons. They had 
evidently been baptized with the baptism of John only. What was their status?  
 
That’s the situation we find in Acts 19. Paul came to Ephesus were he found some disciples. 
“Disciples” would suggest they belonged to “the Way;” elsewhere in Acts, the term always refers to 
Christian disciples. On the other hand, this is the only place in the book where the word is used 
without the article. That’s why it is translated there he found some disciples (Acts 19:1)—there is 
some intentional ambiguity. It seems likely that Luke has told the story from Paul’s point of view: 
he met some who appeared to him at first to be disciples.  
 
But, because he had some doubts, he proceeded to examine them. Not that they WERE Christian 
disciples, but they appeared so at first. In light of what we know about Apollos—and what we will 
see in just a moment—they were probably following the teachings of John with a view to Jesus. 
They were imperfect. 
 
Paul, as an apostle, wanted to lay hands on them and give them a miraculous gift. But when he was 
told they hadn’t heard about the gift of the Holy Spirit, he asked them an interesting question: into 
what, then, were you baptized? (v. 3) If they hadn’t heard, Paul knew their knowledge was deficient; 
they had been taught a different baptism. The men responded that they had been baptized into 
John’s baptism. 
 
Notice then how Paul handled the situation:  John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus. (v. 4) He explained to 
them that their faith and allegiance were supposed to be in Jesus—he was the one John had said was 
to come after So, when they heard about this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (v. 
5).  
 
This is the only place that the Bible talks directly about what some have called rebaptism. The men 
had been baptized once into John’s baptism, almost certainly through the preaching of Apollos. But 
when Paul talked with them, he told them they needed to be baptized again. Why? And what rele-
vance, if any, does that have for us? 
 
We are out of space, so think about this story and those questions, especially in light of last week’s 
article on what one needs to know before baptism. When might one need to be baptized again? 
What might make that initial baptism invalid? We will conclude this discussion here next week. 
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