
 

 

        May 4, 2025 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

What Must I Do to be Saved? 
 

For the past several weeks, we have been studying baptism in this space. In focusing on what Scripture has to say 
about it, we have seen that joining with Christ is at the very heart of baptism.  And we have seen all the blessings 
that accompany it: forgiveness of sins, the indwelling Holy Spirit, entrance into the Kingdom of God, and eternal 
life.  
 
With these in mind, we might wonder why every religious group doesn’t emphasize baptism. Now we need to be 
a bit cautious here; nearly all professing Christians view baptism as important. But most do not attach the same 
significance to it we have; this takes us back to the conversation that prompted this entire series, where my friend 
asked me about the theological differences that precluded us from participating in the recent crusade here, and I 
pointed to disagreement on the response a person makes to the gospel and the place of baptism in particular. You 
see, baptism leads into the broader issue of salvation.  
 
If we want to understand what the Bible has to say about baptism—and this goes for any topic we might study, by 
the way—we need to go further than just examine the passages that talk about it specifically; we need to then 
place it within the broader context of Scripture. Many people have their own ideas of how a person responds to 
the gospel. Often these ideas are based on passages that do not mention baptism. So to clarify what we have found 
thus far, we need to see how baptism relates to these other passages. 
 
How Do We Receive Salvation? 
We have seen already that Scripture presents baptism as a way to receive salvation. Baptism is into Christ (Rom 
6:3; Gal 3:27). And salvation is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 2:10)  Jesus said that no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless he is baptized (Jn 3:5).  Perhaps the clearest statement is from 1 Peter 3:21: Baptism now saves you. 
But with all that said, baptism is not the only action that Scripture says is necessary for salvation. 
 
Faith is necessary for salvation. I told you you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will 
die in your sins (Jn 8:24).  Jesus says unless we believe he is the Messiah, we will die in our sins. Without faith, 
we cannot be saved. Or consider the most famous statement in the Bible, For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life (Jn 3:16). Those who be-
lieve in Jesus will have eternal life. The Bible is clear: faith brings salvation; a lack of faith brings eternal death. 
Can I just ignore the baptism verses and be saved by faith? 
 
Repentance is necessary for salvation. Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish (Lk 13:3, 5). Or we can 
look at Peter’s words in Acts 2:38: Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Or what the Christians in Jerusalem said t 
when they heard about the conversion of Cornelius, Well then God has granted to the Gentiles also the repen-
tance that leads to life (Acts 11:18). Repentance leads to life; if we refuse to repent, we will perish. Can I repent 
and be saved and ignore what the Bible says about baptism? 
 
Scripture also connects salvation to confessing Jesus. So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my 
Father who is in heaven (Mt 10:32-33). For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one  
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confesses and is saved (Rom 10:10). If we do not confess our faith in Christ, he will deny us; if we will confess 
him, it will result in salvation. So is confession all that matters? 
 
Putting These Together 
Clearly, baptism is not the only human response that the Bible says brings salvation. Faith, repentance, and confes-
sion are also mentioned. Does this mean baptism is not as important as we thought? Does this mean that there are 
four different ways to be saved?  Just because all four responses lead to salvation doesn’t mean there are four dif-
ferent, exclusive paths. Recall, for instance, that many of these verses also state if we lack any of the four, we are 
lost. You see, all of these go together. And when they are joined, God grants his gift of salvation, as promised. 
 
So how, then, do we fit them together? One thing we should avoid is thinking of this as four separate “steps” we 
take, as if this is a checklist to fulfill for God to give us salvation. Rather, in Scripture, all of these fit quite natu-
rally together, culminating in baptism.  We might even say that baptism involves the presence of the other three 
acts. 
 
How are we raised up with Christ in baptism? Through faith. Buried with him in baptism, in which you also were 
raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead (Col 2:13). Unless I am bap-
tized with a sincere faith in God, I’m just getting wet. Faith and baptism are not different paths: baptism expresses 
faith. The same can be said of repentance. Look again at Acts 2:38 above. Both are necessary. Without repentance, 
a change of will in regard to sin, baptism has no value. Confession of faith accompanies baptism as well. Consider 
the action of the eunuch, confessing Jesus before going down into the water with Philip Acts 8:37-38.  Paul was 
probably talking about a baptismal confession when he reminds Timothy he had confessed the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses (1 Tim 6:12). And baptism itself is a visible, enacted confession that Jesus is Lord. 
 
All of these are necessary as part of a total response to the gospel. We do not obey one command and ignore the 
rest. “What must I do to be saved?” Our answer begins with a confessed belief. We must be convinced of a few 
fundamental truths. Our sins have placed us under the wrath of an infinitely holy God. Our destiny, as sinners, is 
eternal separation from him. Despite our sins, God loves us; he does not want to see us condemned. He alone can 
change our lost condition; we are powerless to save ourselves. God can save us because of Jesus’ death in our 
place. He took our sins upon himself, paying the penalty we deserve at the cross. After his death, he was buried, 
but God raised him from the dead. 
 
It is not enough merely to be convinced in our mind these things are true, though. We must be willing to verbally 
profess our faith in Jesus. Further, we must stop living in sin and surrender ourselves to God. Scripture calls this 
repentance, a change of mind and of will in regard to sin, turning and going in the other direction. Additionally, 
God has mandated baptism as a condition for receiving salvation and membership in his family. With faith in Jesus 
and a commitment to turn to God, God forgives us of sins, gives us his Holy Spirit, and adds us to the church when 
we are baptized into the death of Christ and are raised as he was. Baptism, in other words, completes our response 
of saving faith.  
 
Our salvation answer begins with confessed belief, continues with repentance, and is completed in baptism. That 
means, too, that immersion in water does not save us by itself. There is nothing magical about the water. It must be 
done with a heart of faith and a commitment to turn to God in repentance. Note, though: baptism is the point at 
which God grants salvation. It is the culminating event in which all of God requirements are met. Conversion is an 
event, where faith, repentance, confession, and baptism are all united in harmony. 
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