TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Don Taylor / Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Bryant Perkins

Sermon: A thanksgiving Mediation: Psalms of Thanksgiving
James 1:17
#66 Doxology
#103 He Has Made Me Glad

#742 Count Your Blessings

#3 Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah
#117 God is the Fountain Whence
#4 To God Be the Glory
#474 Thank You, Lord
#The Lord Has Been Mindful of Me
#374 There is a Fountain

Communion Devotional by: Don Taylor
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#705 A Common Love
Closing Prayer by: River Lucy

Nov. 24, 2024

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Our small groups will meet today.
Robert Ward’s group will meet at
the building at 5:00 p.m.

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

We Ought to Be a Most Thankful People

It has become my own Thanksgiving tradition to print historical Thanksgiving Proclamations in
this space. The American Presidency Project at the University of California-Santa Barbara has
collected all of them for anyone to read; if this sort of thing interests you, I encourage you to check
them out.

[ find historical Thanksgiving Proclamations to be interesting with the insights they provide into
the times in which they were issued. While perusing that database, I cam across this lesser-known
example from Calvin Coolidge, our 30" President. One of the interesting things in comparing
these proclamations is the mentions of God versus allusions to American history and values. The
latter have been increasing over time, to the point that they now far outnumber the former; but
Coolidge, very religious himself, belongs to an earlier period. You will find that God is paramount
in this document, without a single appeal to American values.

Though the specific historical tragedies he references have long since passed, one of the most in-
sightful parts of this proclamation is the response he encourages in the final paragraph of the
body. I encourage you to ponder it and perhaps take some of the thoughts into your own obser-
vance this week. Happy Thanksgiving. BP

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American people, from their earliest days, have observed the wise custom of acknowledging
each year the bounty with which divine Providence has favored them. In the beginnings, this ac-
knowledgment was a voluntary return of thanks by the community for the fruitfulness of the har-
vest. Though our mode of life has greatly changed, this custom has always survived. It has made
thanksgiving day not only one of the oldest but one of the most characteristic observances of our
country. On that day, in home and church, in family and in public gatherings, the whole nation has
for generations paid the tribute due from grateful hearts for blessings bestowed.

To center our thought in this way upon the favor which we have been shown has been altogether
wise and desirable. It has given opportunity justly to balance the good and the evil which we have
experienced. In that we have never failed to find reasons for being grateful to God for a generous
preponderance of the good. Even in the least propitious times, a broad contemplation of our whole
position has never failed to disclose overwhelming reasons for thankfulness. Thus viewing our
situation, we have found warrant for a more hopeful and confident attitude toward the future.
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HAT'S HAPPENING WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY

Qur Sick

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Steve Ward, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole,
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna
Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen, Oscar Cantu,
Jennifer Stelly, Dr. Hugo Thomas, Steve
Ward, Geri Cryer, Gloria McKelroy, Linda
Frank, Scott Overton, Rickey Lucas

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine
Parker, Peggy Mclntosh, Lois Watts, Willo
Dean Ellis

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific,
Mani Pagidopali in India

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Nov. 25th
at 5:30 p.m..

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, Dec. 3rd at 8:-00 a.m.

Food Bank
We served 140 families on Thursday, Nov.
21st at our food bank. That equals to 447 in-
dividuals. We had 10 volunteers.

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Daniel Balch Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader ~ Danny Balch

Don Taylor Walden David

Robert Ward  Gus Tristan
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In this current year, we now approach the time which has been accepted by custom as most fit-
ting for the calm survey of our estate and the return of thanks. We shall the more keenly realize
our good fortune, if we will, in deep sincerity, give to it due thought, and more especially, if we
will compare it with that of any other community in the world.

The year has brought to our people two tragic experiences which have deeply affected them.
One was the death of our beloved President Harding, which has been mourned wherever there is
a realization of the worth of high ideals, noble purpose and unselfish service carried even to the
end of supreme sacrifice. His loss recalled the nation to a less captious and more charitable atti-
tude. It sobered the whole thought of the country. A little later came the unparalleled disaster to
the friendly people of Japan. This called forth from the people of the United States a demonstra-
tion of deep and humane feeling. It was wrought into the substance of good works. It created
new evidences of our international friendship, which is a guarantee of world peace. It replen-
ished the charitable impulse of the country.

By experiences such as these, men and nations are tested and refined. We have been blessed
with much of material prosperity. We shall be better able to appreciate it if we remember the
privations others have suffered, and we shall be the more worthy of it if we use it for their relief.
We will do well then to render thanks for the good that has come to us, and show by our actions
that we have become stronger, wiser, and truer by the chastenings which have been imposed
upon us. We will thus prepare ourselves for the part we must take in a world which forever
needs the full measure of service. We have been a most favored people. We ought to be a most
generous people. We have been a most blessed people. We ought to be a most thankful people.

Wherefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, do hereby fix and designate
Thursday, the twenty-ninth day of November, as Thanksgiving Day, and recommend its general
observance throughout the land. It is urged that the people, gathering in their homes and their
usual places of worship, give expression to their gratitude for the benefits and blessings that a
gracious Providence has bestowed upon them, and seek the guidance of Almighty God, that
they may deserve a continuance of His favor.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this 5th day of November, in the year of our Lord, One Thou-
sand Nine Hundred and Twenty-three, and of the Independence of the United States, the One
Hundred and Forty-eighth.

-CALVIN COOLIDGE



