TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Don Taylor / Opening Prayer by: Daniel Balch
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Bobby Rader

#452 Standing on the Promises
#469 Faith Is the Victory

Scripture Reading by: Braylen Butler
#315 When I Survey the Wonderous Cross

Communion Devotional by: Ken Coleman
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#1 Know That My Redeemer Lives
Sermon: “Enhancing Our Life Together”
James 5:13-16

#354 1 Gave My Life for Thee
#300 Praise Him! Praise Him!
Closing Prayer by: Gus Tristan

Aug. 25, 2024

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

We will me watching the 3rd season of
The Chosen at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday nights
in the fellowship room.

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

You Never Mentioned Him to Me

So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. (Ezekiel
33:7-8)

James Rowe is one of the more prolific composers featured in our hymnals, and yet most of us
have probably not heard of him. He was born in Devonshire and worked for the Irish govern-
ment before immigrating to the United States in his late 20s. Eventually he became a full-time
writer, composing hymns and editing music journals for publishers in Tennessee and Texas.
Among his best-known works are, “Home of the Soul,” “Ring Out the Message,” Redeemed,”
and “Love Lifted Me.”

My favorite composition of his is unfortunately not featured in our current songbook, though it
has frequently appeared in hymnals in the past. I seldom have heard it sung in other congrega-
tions even when in the book, but I imagine that some of us know it. It is entitled, “You Never
Mentioned Him to Me,” and it speaks directly to the concept that emerges from the text in
Ezekiel above.

When in the better land before the bar we stand,
How deeply grieved our souls will be;

If any lost one there should cry in deep despair,
“You never mentioned Him to me.”

The song pictures Judgment Day, as we stand ready to hear our fate pronounced. But before
our appearance at the bench, another is condemned to eternal death. He cries out an accusation
toward us, expanded on in the chorus:

“You never mentioned Him to me,

You helped me not the light to see;

You met me day by day and knew I was astray,
Yet never mentioned Him to me.”




Qur Sick
Yalonda Jackson, Zannie
daughter, has health problems.

Stroughter’s

Cassandra Valent, Vanessa Simmons’
niece, will be having surgery in the near fu-
ture.

Rickey Lucas is having pain throughout his
body. The Dr. will be trying some form of
blocker to reduce/control his pain.

Linda Frank is in San Jacinto Hospital.
She had a stroke last Monday.

Continued Prayers

(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Steve Ward, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole,
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna
Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen, Oscar Cantu,
Jennifer Stelly, Dr. Hugo Thomas, Veronica
Valant, Steve Ward, Geri Cryer, Gloria
McKelroy

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine
Parker, Peggy Mclntosh, Lois Watts, Willo
Dean Ellis

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific,
Mani Pagidopali in India

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Aug. 26th
at 5:30 p.m.

We will have a Baby Shower for Hailey Lucy
on Sunday, Aug. 25th from 2-4 p.m. in the fel-
lowship room. Hailey is registered at baby-
list.com,

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, Sept. 3rd at 8:-00 a.m.

We will be having a blood drive on Monday,
Sept. 9th from 4-8 p.m. in the fellowship room.

Small Groups
We will have a fish fry on Sunday evening,

Sept. 1st. For more information, see Danny
Balch
Our small group program will resume

on Sunday, September 8. If you have partici-
pated before, you will automatically be in-
cluded unless you inform Bryant or one of the
elders otherwise. If you would like to join for
the first time, a signup sheet is on the bulletin
board.

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Zach Arthur Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader ~ Daniel Balch

Don Taylor Danny Balch

Robert Ward ~ Walden David

Gus Tristan

That is a harrowing thought — and, perhaps, that is why the song is sung so infrequently. It
makes us uncomfortable. But the hymn isn’t intended to make us feel guilty about our short-
comings in talking about Jesus as an end in itself; that traumatic scene is designed to motivate
us to avoid such a possibility. Notice the second and third verses:

O let us spread the word where’er it may be heard,

Help groping souls the light to see,

That yonder none may say, ‘“‘You showed me not the way,
You never mentioned Him to me.”

A few sweet words may guide a lost one to his side,
Or turn sad eyes on Calvary,

So work as days go by, that yonder none may cry,
“You never mentioned Him to me.”

The song reminds us that we are watchmen. Scripture charges us to take the good news about
Jesus to others, to sow the seed. Now, we know that not all soil is fertile; the responsibility to
respond to the gospel lies with the hearers, not with us. As Ezekiel continues, But if you warn
the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. (Ezekiel 33:9) Our charge is to be faithful — to
plant and water, but to leave the growth to God (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:6-7).

I have occasionally encountered objections to this song from those who do not appreciate poetic
license — Scripture never indicates anything like this can or will happen at Judgment. Perhaps
not. But the imagery reminds us of what is happening in reality every day of our lives. If we are
faithful to our comission, whether we are successful in our efforts or not, this hymn should be
an encouragement. But if we are not, songs like this should be a powerful appeal to redouble
our efforts.

Which is it for us?

Bryant Perkins
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