
 

 

        Aug. 11, 2024 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Why, God? 
 

Most of us remember the story of Job. He was the wealthiest man in all of the East. He had a houseful 
of 10 children. He was a righteous man who feared God and turned away from evil, so that even God 
said there was no one else like him. And that made him a target for Satan: would Job still serve God 
when everything was taken away from him? In a flash, he lost it all—his cattle, his flocks, even his 
children. Eventually, Job himself was afflicted with a gruesome disease. Yet, through all of this, he did 
not sin, he did not turn against God.  
 
But he did question God. That takes much of the rest of the book, but a good example is in Job 7. Job 
laments his affliction, and then he cries out: 

What is man, that you make so much of him, 
    and that you set your heart on him, 

visit him every morning 
    and test him every moment? 

How long will you not look away from me, 
    nor leave me alone till I swallow my spit? 

If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of mankind? 
    Why have you made me your mark? 

    Why have I become a burden to you? (Job 7:17-20) 
 

None of us has been afflicted quite like Job. But we have experienced enough of the heartaches of life 
to identify with this feeling. We have probably all found ourselves at one time or another crying out, 
"Why, Lord? Why did this happen to me? Why am I being punished?"  

Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People? 
There are some who would give you a quick and simple answer to that question. In most Eastern relig-
ions, they will say that you are in a cycle of reincarnation, being punished in this life for some sin in a 
previous existence. Some respond to tragedy by saying it proves there is no God; if there were, he 
would not allow these things to happen. Of course, the question is even the title of a best-selling book 
by Rabbi Harold Kushner. He gives a different answer: God wants good things for us, but is not always 
able to arrange it. His conclusion is that God is not all-powerful. But we ought to understand that and 
love God anyway and forgive Him for His shortcomings.  
 
None of those is what Scripture teaches. In Revelation 15:3-4 we have this vision of God being 
praised: Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, King 
of the Nations. Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify your name? For You alone are holy. All na-
tions will come and worship You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed. God is holy and amazing 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#852 When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder 
 #711 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Closing Prayer by: David Smith  

#881 Mansion Over the Hilltop 
#874 Walking Alone at Eve 

  
We will me watching the 3rd season of  

The Chosen at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday nights 
in the fellowship room. 

  

Welcome by: Don Taylor /  Opening Prayer by: Bobby Rader  
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

Scripture Reading by: Pierce Balch  
#354 I Gave My Life for Thee 

Communion Devotional by: Daniel Balch  
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#895 I’ll Live in Glory 
Sermon: “Freedom in Fellowship”  

Romans 14:13-19 
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Our Sick  
Yalonda Jackson, Zannie Stroughter’s 
daughter, has health problems. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,   Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, 
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna 
Wilson,  Jo Ella McKewen,    Oscar Cantu, 
Jennifer Stelly, Ken Coleman, Dr. Hugo 
Thomas, Veronica Valant, Steve Ward, Geri 
Cryer, Gloria McKelroy 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine 
Parker, Peggy McIntosh, Lois Watts, Willo 
Dean Ellis, Debbie Merritt 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific, 
Mani Pagidopali in India 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Ken Coleman       Zach Arthur         Bryant Perkins 
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch 
Don Taylor          Danny Balch 
Robert Ward       Walden David 
                            Gus Tristan         

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Aug. 12th 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
If you are interested in helping with the baby 
shower for Hailey Lucy, please meet in the fel-
lowship room after morning service today. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Thursday, Aug. 15th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
We will have a Baby Shower for Hailey Lucy 
on Sunday, Aug. 25th from 2-4 p.m. in the fel-
lowship room.  Hailey is registered at baby-
list.com,  

  and just and all-knowing and all-powerful. And as we look at Him and ourselves in comparison, we be-
gin to realize that we don’t know it all.  
 
We cannot always tell what is good and what is best. The story of Joseph is a good example along this 
line. He is sold into Egyptian slavery by his brothers, falsely accused of attempting to rape his master’s 
wife, and cast into prison. Meanwhile, his father is grieving over his death as it was reported to him by 
Joseph’s brothers. That is all about as bad as it gets—until suddenly Joseph finds himself second in com-
mand over the whole nation of Egypt. Remember the words of Joseph years later as he speaks to his 
brothers? You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good. (Gen 50:20) If you and I don’t really 
know what is best, perhaps we are asking the wrong question. 
 
What is the Purpose of My Life? 
You see, if you can determine what your life is all about, then you have purpose and direction; on the 
other hand, if you don’t know where you’re going, then life to you may seem virtually meaningless. So 
how would you answer that question? We could all cite a lot of wrong answers that people give to that in 
our world. 
 
More importantly, what goal or purpose does God have for our lives? In Isaiah 43:6-7 we have a vision 
of God saving his people, gathering them up, and he speaks some very important words: bring my sons 
from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I cre-
ated for my glory, whom I formed and made. This is a picture of God calling His family together. And if 
we are a part of the family of God, we have here our purpose in life, the reason He made us: to glorify 
God, to reflect His presence, and to represent Him with our lives.  
 
God’s Purpose for My Life  
Recognizing that should change our attitude and our actions. First, as part of his family, our lives are 
precious. It is a gift from God, and we need to treasure it.  We need to live it as best we can to His glory. 
 
Secondly, if our purpose is to glorify Him, then we need to be of service to others. Jesus said the greatest 
commandment is to love God with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength. The second greatest command-
ment is to love my neighbor as myself. I need to be concerned about my neighbor.  
 
Finally, we need to realize that we are living not by explanations but by promises. Scripture, never really 
tries to explain the why of suffering to us. The resolution for poor Job was that God appeared to him and 
challenged him back: who are YOU to question ME, Job? Do you know everything?  Job realized the 
answer was for him to trust God and his control. You can read all about the thorn in the flesh that Paul 
complained about. You will never understand why. All you hear is the promise of God, My grace is suf-
ficient for you. 
 
We have a choice. We can drown in pain and suffering and sorrow and feel pity for ourselves. Or we can 
get up and claim the glory of God by the way we live. 
 

Bryant Perkins 
 
  


