TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Daniel Balch / Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch

#548 The Lily of the Valley
#552 Have Thine Own Way

Scripture Reading by: Rock Cary
#286 Wonderful Story of Love
#509 1 Will Sing the wondrous Story

Communion Devotional by: Bobby Rader
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#539 Higher Ground
Sermon: “The Wise Man”
Matthew 7-24:27

#911 Bring Christ Your Broken Life
#615 He Keeps Me Singing
Closing Prayer by: Gus Tristan

June 9, 2024

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Our Small Groups meet tonight.
Bobby Rader’s small group will meet
at the building at 5:00 p.m.

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

They Took Offense

He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. And on
the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished,
saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such
mighty works done by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of
James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took
offense at him. (Mark 6:1-3)

People were regularly offended by Jesus. It was not because He conducted himself in a way
that was inappropriate. Jesus never behaved improperly. There was never a time where He
failed to give to every man and woman what belonged to them. There has never been anyone
in all of history as kind and considerate of others as Jesus was. There has never been anyone
more interested in the welfare of others as Jesus was. His entire life was one of service to oth-
ers. As Peter summed up his life, He went about doing good (Acts 10:38)

Yet, in spite of this, people were often offended by Him. Why?

The passage above gives us one answer: he had wisdom others lacked. His wisdom so far ex-
ceeded that of the teachers of His day—remember how we are told more than once that his
teachings were astonishing or how he taught with authority, unlike the scribes—that they were
not able to bear it. You might think that they would have been happy to receive one so wise,
but the world just does not work that way. People seem to resent the wisdom of others.

His advantages in early life seemed to be few. You could hardly expect one with such wisdom
to come from the position that His parents occupied. But He did. Not knowing that He came
from God, the world could not give the answer. They either had to accept His wisdom regard-
less of His environment or pronounce Him mad. They refused to accept it.




Our Sick

Wayne Noonkester is in Memorial

Hermann Hospital.

Winona Angelle, Pat Hobbs’ mother, is in
the hospital with an infection in her lower
leg.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Steve Ward, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole,
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna
Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen, Wayne Noonk-
ester, Oscar Cantu, Jennifer Stelly, Ken
Coleman, Dr. Hugo Thomas

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine
Parker, Peggy Mclntosh, Lois Watts, Willo
Dean Ellis, Debbie Merritt

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific,
Mani Pagidopali in India

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, June 10th
at 5:30 p.m.

We are working a new Friends and Family di-
rectory. A copy of the old one has been placed
on the bulletin board. Please check your name,
address, phone number and email to make sure
it is correct.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Thursday, June 20th at 8:00 a.m.

VBS informational meeting after services on
Sunday, June 9th.

VBS is Saturday, June 29th from 9-2 p.m.

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the family of May

Belle Sibley. She passed away Monday, June
3rd. The funeral arrangements are pending.

Food Bank
We served 156 families on Tuesday, June 4th
at our food bank. That equals to 499 individu-
als. We had 18 volunteers.
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Just before his death, Jesus told his disciples that even they would be offended because of Him.
Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night; for it is written, 1
will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. (Mt 26:31 KJV)
They were about to face the greatest test of their lives. For the past three years, they had Jesus
with them to meet their problems. They would not have him anymore. That very night, their
enemies would take their Master and kill him. They would not be satisfied with that, but would
continue to be his followers. His disciples would not understand what was happening. He had
taught them that this must happen, but they did not understand. They were still thinking of Mes-
siah as a warlord who would overthrow the Romans. Thing were not working out exactly as
they had expected to say the least. The world was suddenly, drastically changing for these men.

The prophet Isaiah predicted that Christ would be a rock of offense and a stone of stumbling (Is
8:14). Peter quotes that passage and adds, They stumble because they disobey the word (1 Pet
2:8) in talking about Jesus’ rejection by his people. They were not willing to bear it. To believe
Christ was to discard their old law and accept Him. This would destroy their customs, rituals
and preeminence. It would make the Gentile nations equal to them. They were not ready to give
up all this, so they were offended.

The word “offended” in Scripture refers literally to a stumbling block or falling down. It does
not mean, necessarily, that they became angry, though people often did. They were not willing
to accept his teaching. It was more than they wanted. They stumbled because of it.

People are still offended by Jesus even inside the church. Some things he requires we would
rather not have. He wants us to give our lives to him; often, we would rather give the devil a
portion of our lives. The demands of the Lord press upon us and we are offended. It is not that
we do not know what the Lord wants of us and expects of us. We are offended because we
would rather have our own way. But Jesus provides no reward for having our own way; we are
offended. We seem to want to accuse him of being harsh and demanding too much. Perhaps he
is not aware of our position in life. When we really think about it, we know that the Lord has
every right to expect much from us. But our spirit within us still rises up in rebellion; we stum-
ble, we are offended.

We must understand: Jesus is our friend. More than a friend, He is our savior. What He did for
us we are unable to describe. What He will do for us is beyond our comprehension. We have no
right to become offended because of what He demands of us. We should love Him and long for
opportunities to do what He wills. We should instead ask, “Lord, what more can we do for
you?”

Bryant Perkins



