
 

 

        March 3, 2024 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

The Fierce Urgency of Now 
 

As a preacher, you become more familiar with death that most people. In some cases, that is 
through visiting someone, maybe even sitting at the bedside, as they are getting close to the end of 
life; in others, it might be through performing the memorial service, hopefully helping grieving 
loved ones to find some measure of comfort. And all that has only increased in frequency since I 
became a hospice chaplain a couple of years ago. 
 
But whether or not you deal with those situations as frequently as I do, death is an inevitability that 
all of us have to face in our lives—and not just our own. It confronts in the loss of friends and fam-
ily. It’s difficult sometimes in such situations to know just what to do. Where do we go from here? 
 
I think of a story I have heard my father tell about the passing of his grandmother, just a few years 
before I was born. She departed this life on the Lord’s Day. She attended services that Sunday 
morning, though she did not feel well. When she laid down that afternoon for her nap, her clothes 
were neatly laid aside to be put back on to return that evening. But she never had the opportunity 
to attend that service. That evening, friends came to call and to attempt to comfort. One who knew 
her well made the observation: “well, she lived until she died.” 
 
On the surface, you might say, well…yes. Obviously. That sounds like a tautology. It’s true of all 
of us, isn’t it? 
 
Is it? Most people never really live. Most of us are so full of what we are going to do that we never 
get around to doing it. We never really live today for today. 
 
You see, it is one thing to plan for the future. It is quite something else to live in the present. We 
all know the necessity of looking forward, but it is extremely dangerous to do that while neglecting 
the present. Jesus warned us of this in the Sermon on the Mount. Therefore do not be anxious, say-
ing, “What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?” For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do 
not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its 
own trouble. (Matthew 6:31-34) 
 
Extreme daydreamers never live today. They are always living tomorrow. Therefore, they never 
get around to real living. Many of us are like that.  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#650 Send the Light 
 #736 To Christ Be True 

Closing Prayer by: Jerry Mallernee  

#716 Sing to Me of Heaven 
#731 Take Time to Be Holy 

  
Our Small Groups will meet tonight. 

Ken Coleman’s group will meet at the  
building at 5:00 p.m.  

Welcome by: Daniel Balch /  Opening Prayer by: Don Taylor  
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

Scripture Reading by: Pierce Balch  
Communion Devotional by: Robert Ward  

#383 Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross 
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#611 Heavenly Sunlight 
Sermon “Living as a Light” 

Philippians 2:12-18 
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Our Sick  
Gayle Coleman will be having a procedure 
on April. 
 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,  Oscar Cantu, Caitlin Smith, 
Virginia Cole, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson,   Jo Ella McKewen,   
Kelly McCain, Wayne Noonkester, Rickey 
Lucas, Jennifer Stelly 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine 
Parker, Peggy McIntosh, Lois Watts, Willo 
Dean Ellis 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Ken Coleman       Zach Arthur         Bryant Perkins 
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch 
Don Taylor          Danny Balch 
Robert Ward       Walden David 
                            Gus Tristan         

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Deacons, Minister meeting  Monday, 
March 4th at 6:30 p.m.. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Tuesday, March 5th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Remember to set you clocks ahead one hour 
Saturday night, March 9th for the time change. 
 
 

  This kind of existence brings a lot of misery. The friend we intended to visit died before we 
could get over to see him. We intended to say something kind to someone we thought deserved 
it, but they moved on before we got around to it. We never found that right time to invite our 
neighbor to church with us to learn about Jesus.  
 
I imagine we are walking on familiar ground as you read this. We see it. The question is: what 
are we going to do about it?  
 
The answer lies within us individually. It is not something beyond our grasp, but something we 
must make up our minds to do. That is not to say it is easy. It requires a change of mental hab-
its, but it will bring surprising results. Satisfaction that we have never realized will be ours.  
 
We must stop allowing the future to absorb today. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
There are certain tasks that are ours every day. They may seem like small matters compared to 
what we intend to do, but what we intend to do depends largely on how well we take care of 
these things. God requires something of us every day. He calls us to offer up the best of our-
selves as a living sacrifice to him (Romans 12:1). It is easy to tell God what I intend to do when 
I make my fortune, but God wants the service I can give him today. If I don’t do it when the op-
portunity comes, the chances are I will never get around to it. There are people in our world 
who need to be brought to Jesus. For them to find him, I must make it possible. Then let me be 
busy doing what God would want me to do today.  
 
We don’t need to look for some great service we can perform in some far off tomorrow. You 
and I will never be needed more in the Lord’s service than we are today. It is possible that the 
service you can perform today will contribute to success where otherwise there would be fail-
ure.  
 
In his “I Have a Dream” speech, Dr. Martin Luther King famously talked about the “fierce ur-
gency of now,” a phrase I borrowed for the title of this article. In context, it is a call for racial 
justice in society. But the underlying idea—that “This is no time for apathy or complacency. 
This is a time for vigorous and positive action”—should resonate with us as Christians in every 
aspect of our walk, especially when we look at the world around us and our missed opportuni-
ties and misplaced priorities. It is possible that the Lord’s church will never need you more than 
it does now.  
 
Let’s not wait to do what needs to be done now. What we plan to give, let us give it now. What 
we plan to do, let us do it now. What we hope to be, we can be only by being all we can for the 
Lord today. Now. 
 

Bryant Perkins 


