
 

 

        Nov. 26, 2023 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Turn the World Upside Down 
 
The Apostle Paul encountered opposition to Ephesus.  The silversmiths, who made trinkets to 
honor the pagan goddess Diana, were concerned that the growth of the Christian Faith would 
cut into the profits of their trade. 
 
Bringing some of the leading Christians before the civil magistrates, they delivered the charge: 
“These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also” (Acts 17:6). 
 
While intended as a rebuke, in one sense, this charge was a great compliment.  The pagans rec-
ognized that the Christian faith changed the very foundation so of life.  This is a distinctive-
ness we need to recover.  We need, as in the early church, to display a strong contract between 
the Christian faith and the unbelieving world. 
 

Complacent and Compliant 
 

The Bible clearly calls us to be distinctive in wearing the name of Christ. 
 
Christians, in much of the world, do face persecution if they clearly stand for their faith. 
This is especially true where the Christian faith comes head to head with Islam.  Our brethren 
in sub-Saharan Africa, for instance, deal with the consequences of their faith  on a daily basis. 
 
In America, thankfully, we are able to practice our faith in peace.  This great danger we face in 
our setting is not a persecution from without but compromise from within. 
 
We too, often, become comfortable with our status in the world.  We go along to get along.  
Nothing in our teaching or practice can remotely be seen as upsetting the status quo.  Far from 
turning the world upside down, we seem content to keep things on an even keel. 
 
There is danger in letting comfort trump conviction. 
 
We need to remember our call to be a light to the world, a city on a hill (cf. Matthew 5:14).  
Only with this clear distinctiveness can we be faithful in proclaiming the gospel of Christ. 
 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#354 I Gave My Life to Thee 
 #469 Faith Is the Victory 

Closing Prayer by: River Lucy 

#1015 Jesus Loves the Little Children 
#1014 Jesus Loves Me! 
#4 To God Be the Glory 

  
Our Small Groups will not meet tonight. 

Ken Coleman’s  group will meet next week 
at the building at 5:00 p.m.  

Welcome by: Don Taylor /  Opening Prayer by:  Jerry Mallernee 
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Bobby Rader 

Scripture Reading by: Matthew Girard 
#332 Lead Me to Calvary 

Communion Devotional by: Ken Coleman 
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#144 O, Worship the King 
Sermon:  Jesus’ Genealogy 

 Matthew 1:1-17 
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Our Sick   
Bessie Warren, David Warren’s mother is in 
the Hospital. 
 
 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,  Oscar Cantu, Caitlin Smith, 
Virginia Cole, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson,  Patricia Prater, 
Edna Semien, Betty Spencer, Willie 
Spencer, James Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen,   
Kelly McCain, Wayne Noonkester 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine 
Parker, Peggy McIntosh, Lois Watts, Willo 
Dean Ellis 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Nov. 27th 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5th at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Youth Christmas Party 
There will be a Christmas party for the youth 
of all ages on Friday, December 1 at the Per-
kins' house from 6-8 pm. For more informa-
tion, see Emily Nance.  
 

Gift Bags 
We will be putting together goodie bags for 
some of our elderly and shut-ins. A list of 
items needed is on the bulletin board. If you 
are interested in participating, please sign up to 
bring something, and submit the items to the 
office by Sunday, December 10. For more in-
formation, see Abbey Perkins.  

   Distinctively Christian 
 
If we want to turn the world upside down in our generation, as they did in the New Tes-
tament, we must be willing to take some uncompromised positions. 
 
In a world that embraces sexual permissiveness, we must take a stand for biblical moral-
ity.  The secular world is offended that we teach sexual expression is reserved by God to 
between a man and a woman in marriage.  The more clearly we teach this truth, the more 
offensive we will be to the world. 
 
Likewise, in a world that embraces pluralism, we must take a stand for exclusive claims 
of the Christian faith.  Jesus is not just one way of salvation; He is the only way of salva-
tion.  We are not able to compromise with te inclusive spirit of the world. 
 
While we respect those following other faiths and seek to treat them well, we cannot 
brush aside the real differences between us. 
 
Calling me and women to the way of salvation in Jesus Christ is calling them to make 
fundamental changes in their way of life.  We need to be willing to turn the world upside 
down with the message of the gospel. 
 

Gregory Allen Tidwell from July 2017 Gospel Advocate 
“Reprinted with permission, Gospel Advocate.” 


