
 

 

        Sept. 10, 2023 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Spiritual Infancy 
 

Do you remember what it felt like to be young? For some reading this, that was a long time 
ago. For others, it was a really long time ago. One of the things I remember is that it seemed 
like it took forever to grow up; you can probably relate to that. Most of the time, as children, 
we are ready to be older and bigger than we are; it’s why when we are really little, we put that 
“and a half” with our ages, to let everyone know that we are not an immature 5 year old any-
more—I’m 5 and a half.  When I was 10 or 11, I wanted to be a teenager; that magical age 
seemed to be forever and a lifetime away. Then it came, and I wanted to be 16 and have a 
driver’s license.  
 
When young children play, their role is always that of a grownup. Whether it’s playing sports 
and imagining you’re catching a touchdown in the Super Bowl, or playing house with dolls, 
children want to be grownups. But as we get older, we make a discovery: sometimes, being a 
grownup just isn’t very much fun. Now we might look at an infant and say, “wouldn’t it be 
nice to be a kid again, I wouldn’t have to do anything but eat, play and sleep. No decisions.” 
But, a baby doesn’t stay a baby for very long. They begin to feed themselves. They learn to 
walk. There’s some pain in those things isn’t there? That baby makes big messes learning how 
to feed himself or herself. That baby gets cuts and bruises from falling as they learn to walk. 
But, they keep on trying until they figure it out. As life continues on, we continue to learn 
more and more and grow more and more. 
 
Similarly, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 3 that growing up spiritually is hard. Listen to what 
he says: 
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants 
in Christ.  I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you 
are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among 
you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? For when one says, “I follow 
Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?  (1 Cor 3:1-4) 

Everybody knows it hurts to grow up, as Ben Folds once sang. But even though it is hard, we 
must continue our growth. We must desire a deeper awareness of the truth of God’s Word. We 
must long for a stronger faith for living and a more meaningful maturity. God wants us to 
grow. God wants us to move on from milk to meat.  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#907  Hark! the Gentle Voice 
 #535 The Glory-Land Way 

Closing Prayer by: Craig Girard  

#867 To Canaan’s Land 
#895 I’ll Live in Glory 

  
Our Small Groups will meet tonight. 

Bobby Rader’s  group will meet tonight at the 
building at 5:00 p.m.  

Welcome by: Daniel Balch /  Opening Prayer by: Ken Coleman  
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

Scripture Reading by: Joseph Girard 
#324 Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed? 

Communion Devotional by: Don Taylor 
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#2 We Praise Thee, O God 
Sermon: “What’s Good?” 

Ecclesiastes 6:10-7:14 
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Our Sick   
Lon Hobbs is in Liberty Health Care room 
104. 
 
Jerry Mast had a  valve replacement last 
week. 
 
Winston Leifeister is on hospice care. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,  Oscar Cantu, Caitlin Smith, 
Virginia Cole, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson,  Patricia Prater, 
Edna Semien, Wilson Semien, Betty 
Spencer, Willie Spencer, James Wilson, Jo 
Ella McKewen,   Kelly McCain 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy McIntosh, 
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Ken Coleman       Zach Arthur         Bryant Perkins 
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch 
Don Taylor          Danny Balch 
Robert Ward       Walden David 
                            Gus Tristan         

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Sept. 11th 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Thursday, Sept. 21st at 8:00 a.m. 

  

Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy Jo Ann Modisette 
and her family on the death of her husband 
Robert Modisette.  The funeral was last week. 
 

Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to Mickey Noonke-
ster and her family on the death of her son 
Jimmy Kelley, Jr..  He passed away last week .  
The funeral is Monday at 10:00 a.m. at Big 
Sandy Cemetery in Dallardsville. 

Spiritual infancy is a real problem. The spiritual infant is concerned with self rather than with ser-
vice. There is a time of great rejoicing at the spiritual birth of a new Christian. It’s much like the 
rejoicing at a natural birth. All eyes are on the baby. The baby gets pampered and spoiled. You walk 
the floor night after night. An infant is upset over the smallest things, and they have a way of letting 
you know.  
 
Sometimes, infant Christians are the same way. Some Christians have to be handled with kid gloves. 
They wear their feelings on their sleeves. They are like bombs, always ready to explode. Maybe 
they are extra nice at church and explosive at home. At church they may be ideal, and yet at home or 
work they can be impossible. At church they are always praising, anywhere else and home or work 
they are pouting and in a snit. The infant is a receiver and not a giver.  
 
The spiritually mature person is quite different. The mature Christian is a believer with a mission. 
Mature Christians see their lives in terms of ministering to the needs of others. It is a matter of serv-
ing rather than being served. Reaching out to others with the love and the gospel of Christ, mature 
Christians see themselves as a builder of others, and as such they take seriously the building up of 
the body, the church.  
 
Mature Christians care for the spiritual needs of the body of Christ. They view themselves as peace-
makers. They live and teach the scriptures. They help to make others stronger.  
 
Mature Christians have a biblical basis for every belief. It is not a matter of “I think” or “this feels 
right.” It is a matter of thus says the Lord. Mature Christians are not children tossed to and fro by 
every wind of doctrine, but they know what they believe and they know why they believe it.  
 
Our goal should be to mature as Christians, just as we mature physically. As we grow physically, we 
leave behind the relics of childhood. A little girl may have her favorite doll and a boy may have his 
favorite blanket or bear. But these things are put away in maturity. In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul said 
that when he became a man he put way childish things. When we mature spiritually, we put away 
relics of spiritual infancy. We are to feed ourselves on the word of God and look to Jesus as our ex-
ample; as Peter puts it, to follow in his steps. Keeping our eyes on him, following him, we mature 
spiritually. 
 
We would not know what to think about a person who was in the prime of life who still was fed on a 
bottle and spent all of their time playing. But how many of us have been Christians for decades and 
are still spiritual infants? How many of us spend our time expecting to be served instead of serving? 
How many of us are too busy with our recreation to even show up and get involved, playing instead 
of working? 
 
It’s time to grow up. 
 

Bryant Perkins 


