TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Daniel Balch / Opening Prayer by: Ken Coleman

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch

#731 Take Time to Be Holy
#837 I Need Thee Every Hour
#543 Wonderful Words of Life

Scripture Reading by: Matthew Girard
#324 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?

Communion Devotional by: Jerry Mallernee
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#716 Sing to Me of Heaven
Sermon: “Faith Restores”
James 5:19-20

#907 Hark, the Gentle Voice
#535 The Glory-Land Way
Closing Prayer by: Craig Girard

June 25, 2023

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

We will be watching the second season of
“The Chosen” at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday nights in
the fellowship room.

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

A Man Just Like Us

In the text in James covered in last week’s sermon, he presented the example of Elijah for consid-
eration when it comes to prayer. He makes the point that Elijah was a man with a nature like
ours—he was just like us, in other words—and look at all the great things he accomplished through
prayer! That might come as a bit of a shock: Elijah? Like us? But he’s one of the greatest heroes of
the OT! What in the world could we possibly have in common with him? Probably a lot more than
we usually realize—perhaps not in mighty deeds, but in attitude.

It must have been a sobering experience for Elijah, hidden away in a cave, to have God ask, What
are you doing here Elijah? How Elijah found himself in that cave and where he went from there
make an interesting story, a story from which we can learn a great deal. It is recorded in 1 Kings
19:9-18.

Elijah bursts upon the scene in 1 Kings 17 during the reign of the wicked Ahab, King of Israel,
with the prayer that the rain and the dew would cease until he gave the word. Through the ensuing
drought of more than three years, Elijah was sustained by God and fed by ravens.

Then Elijah goes to the home of the widow in Zarephath, a woman so destitute that she had only a
bit of oil and a handful of flour. She intended to use that to make a single cake for herself and her
son and then die. But Elijah told her to give him something to eat first. In response, God blessed
them, and the jar of meal was not spent nor did the jug of oil fail during the drought and famine. In
the following days, her son became ill and died — there was no breath left in him, the text says. But
Elijah stretched himself over him and prayed to the Lord, and he was raised from the dead.

In 1 Kings 18, Elijah engages in a climactic contest with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.
He gathered the Israelites and challenged them to choose between Yahweh and Baal. Then he set a
challenge: both he and the prophets of Baal took a bull to offer; the one who responded with fire
was the true god. Baal’s followers called upon him all morning long, even cutting themselves to
get attention. But there was no answer. Then Elijah had a trench dug around his altar, and barrel
after barrel of water poured over his bull until animal and altar were drenched and the trench was
full. Then he prayed, O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you
are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word.
(1 Kings 18:36). God answered Elijah’s prayer with fire that consumed everything—sacrifice, al-
tar, even the water in the trench. The people seized the prophets of Baal and killed all 450 of them
by the brook Kishon.




Qur Sick

Kelly McCain will have surgery on Tues-
day, June 27th for his eye and tumor.

Brooke Ann Smith, Gloria McKelroy’s
granddaughter, is having pregnancy compli-
cations.

Robert Modisette has been placed on hos-
pice care.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)

Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Oscar Cantu, Cait-
lin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Leisha Jones,
Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson, Bryan Senegal, Cyn-
this Deblanc, Patricia Prater, Richard Prater,
Edna Semien, Wilson Semien, Gloria
Moore, Betty Spencer, Willie Spencer,
James Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh,
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meet Monday, June 26th at
5:30 p.m.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Wednesday, July 5th at 8:00 a.m.

Summer Book Club
The book we are reading and studying is
“Gentle and Lowly”. A sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board. We will meet each Thursday at
6:00 p.m. If you are interested in this see Bry-
ant.

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Zach Arthur Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader ~ Daniel Balch

Don Taylor Danny Balch

Robert Ward ~ Walden David

Gus Tristan
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This is the immediate prelude to Elijah’s encounter with God in the cave. At the beginning of 1
Kings 19, Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, vows to kill Elijah just as he had done to her prophets of Baal.
Elijah, fearing for his life, fled. He took refuge in this cave far to the south of Israel.

What was Elijah doing in this cave? Outwardly he was hiding from Jezebel; inwardly, he was
feeling sorry for himself. He was having a pity party. He had proclaimed drought and then rain,
hoping to bring Israel to her senses. This had failed. He had raised someone from the dead. This
had not changed Israel. He had demonstrated God’s power over Baal at Mount Carmel. But the
people’s turn was only temporary, and the nation’s leaders were still following Baal. He felt that
he alone even tried to serve God; it was only a matter of time before they found and killed him.

But God had an answer for Elijah. God displayed his awesome power in wind, earthquake and
fire. But He was not present in any of those things. Instead, he showed He did not have to work
through such spectacular ways by visiting Elijah in the form of a still, small voice. God gave
him more work to do. He told Elijah to go to Damascus, anoint Hazael to be king of Syria; go to
Israel, anoint Jehu to be king; then go and anoint Elisha to be prophet in your own place.

The story of Elijah is meaningful for us today. It reminds us of the tremendous power of God,
power that is demonstrated in the drought, the rain, the sacrifice at Carmel, the wind, earthquake
and fire. That same God is with us now, just as he was with Elijah.

But we must open our eyes and look around us. Elijah temporarily forgot about that awesome
power that was behind him because of his own despair. Just like in his case, our despair usually
results from narrowing our vision and becoming more and more self-centered. Not everything is
difficulty and heartache. God is present. God will help.

And in the end, God’s cause will triumph! Elijah himself may fail and suffer the consequences.
But even if he does, there will come others. The same God who blessed Elijah has work and

blessings for us today.

Bryant Perkins



