
 

 

        June 4,  2023 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

The Sin of Selfishness 
 

Vacation Bible School is coming up on the last Saturday of this month. I was thinking about and re-
called the theme of VBS one year when I was a child: “sharing is caring.” In our Bible classes, we are 
interested in telling children the stories of the Bible. We want them to learn and remember certain pas-
sages of Scripture. But we are primarily concerned with teaching them certain basic attitudes and habits 
of living. One of those is the practice of sharing and considering others as well as themselves. We use 
the material that God has given us in Scripture to instill the behavior he desires, trying to mold people 
into the image of Christ. And unselfishness is something that all children need to learn; they naturally 
are concerned only with their needs. 
 
Unfortunately, selfishness is not exclusively the problem of children. It lives with us as long as we live. 
In fact, I wonder if it doesn’t become more dangerous as we grow older. As adults, we learn to cover it 
up. We are not so obvious about it. We do not go about pushing each other physically or ripping toys 
away from others. But selfishness is “devoted to or caring only for oneself; concerned primarily with 
one's own interests, benefits, welfare, etc., regardless of others” Is there any one of us who wouldn’t 
agree that we still have a long way to go in overcoming selfishness? 
 
Perhaps we admit that this is a character defect, but dismiss it as relatively trivial in the grand scheme 
of things. But Jesus said that if we want to be his disciples, fully and completely, we must renounce 
self. If any man would come after me, let him deny himself. That is extraordinarily difficult, but it must 
be done if we would follow Jesus. That makes selfishness one of the most serious sins we can commit! 
And it is so common. 
 
Let’s consider a few practical examples. Imagine a boy and a girl over in college somewhere.  
They are well fed and clothed, they come from relatively affluent homes, they drive cars that were 
given to them by their parents. They fall in love at college, and after a little while, they get married. 
That’s when the problems start. It’s hard for them to earn a living comparable to what they are accus-
tomed to. With the smaller income, they cannot enjoy the things they have learned to take for granted. 
Some things have to be given up. It becomes a question of whether he can go on a fishing trip or 
whether she can have a new outfit. It is one or the other, not both, and it may be a pretty difficult deci-
sion. Each one of them discovers that marriage involves certain sacrifices—sacrifices they are unwill-
ing to make. As the pressures mount, the home breaks up. The boy isn’t mature enough to shoulder the 
responsibility of being a husband. The girl isn’t mature enough to shoulder the responsibility of being a 
wife. What is the problem? Immaturity.  But that is really just another way of saying too much concern 
for one’s own self. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#924 Just As I Am 
 #134 The Lord’s My Shepherd 
Closing Prayer by: James Scott  

#3 Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah 
#38 Awesome God 

  
We will be watching the second season of “The 
Chosen” at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday nights in the  

fellowship room.  

Welcome by: Daniel Balch /  Opening Prayer by: Jerry Mallernee 
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch  

Scripture Reading by: Joseph Girard  
#315 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

Communion Devotional by: Don Taylor  
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#2 We Praise Thee, O God 
Sermon: “Faith Is Patient” 

James 5:7-11  
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Our Sick  
Kelly McCain is in the VA Hospital in 
Egypt, TX. 
 
Brooke Ann Smith, Gloria McKelroy’s 
granddaughter, is having pregnancy compli-
cations. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Geri Cryer, Steve Ward,  Oscar Cantu, Cait-
lin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Leisha Jones, 
Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson, Bryan Senegal, Cyn-
this Deblanc, Patricia Prater, Richard Prater, 
Edna Semien, Wilson Semien, Gloria 
Moore, Betty Spencer, Willie Spencer, 
James Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy McIntosh, 
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Deacons, Minister meet Monday, 
June 5th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Tuesday, June 6th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Primetimers will be meeting at  Tuscany in 
Dayton on Tuesday, June 6th  at 6:00 p.m.  A 
sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. 
 
VBS is Saturday, June 24th from 9-2 p.m.  

How about a situation from the business world. Here is the head of one department who doesn’t like the 
head of another department. When you trace their antagonism back a few years, their feelings were once 
quite different—they were friends. But at some point, one crossed the other and blocked something he 
wanted, and hard feelings grew out of that. It is unusual for any organization of some size to not have 
these cross currents of ill will. They come from selfishness. 
 
Perhaps the most effective way to point out the depth of this problem is note that six of the ten com-
mandments address sins of selfishness in some sense. You can find them listed in Exodus 20. Honor 
your father and mother, because young people are prone to think too much of themselves and their own 
judgments and too little of their parents. You shall not murder. Killing is disregarding the basic right of 
someone else to life itself because it is in the murderer’s interest to have them out of the way. You shall 
not commit adultery, a willingness to damage marriages and children in order to gratify one’s own physi-
cal lust. You shall not steal, a selfish disregard of the right of someone else concerning property. You 
shall not bear false witness, to tell a lie to suit one’s own purposes. You shall not covet, have an inordi-
nate desire for what belongs to someone else. More than half of the decalogue are really the particulars 
rooted in a command against selfishness! 
 
It's not just the Law of Moses, though; as we indicated above, the teachings of Jesus cut to the heart of 
this problem. We talked about both the Rich Young Ruler (Mk 10:17-22) and the Rich Fool (Lk 12:16-
21) in our sermon last Sunday, so let’s think about a revealing, practical example from the apostles 
themselves. They were constantly arguing about who would be the greatest among them. On one occa-
sion, the mother of James and John came to Jesus and asked, Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, 
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom. (Mt 20:21). Jesus told her these positions 
were not his to give. But the rest of the apostles heard about what happened, and they were upset about 
it. Their mother’s selfish desire for their exaltation stirred up selfishness among them. So Jesus had to 
teach them the value of humility. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mt 20:26-28) 
 
There we see that Jesus not only taught against selfishness, he gave a solution: to esteem others above 
ourselves; to serve them rather than ourselves; to love them more than ourselves. The entire New Testa-
ment is so full of commands like this that there is no need to list them all. Selfishness is the way of the 
world, and it stands in bold contrast to the way of Christ. In fact, the root of all sin is in selfish rebellion 
to God, going back to the Garden. But doing what we want to do stands in direct opposition to how God 
has revealed himself in Christ.  When Jesus came into the world to give himself for humanity, he demon-
strated that God is fundamentally unselfish. 
 
If we would be God’s people, we must be the same. In honor prefer one another. Love one another. If 
any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. For whosoever 
would save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it (Mt 16:24-25). 
 

 Bryant Perkins 
  
  

Summer Book Club 
We are starting a Summer Book Club in June.  
The book we will be readying and studying is 
“Gentle and Lowly”.  A sign up sheet is on the 
bulletin board.  If you are interested in this see 
Bryant. 

VBS Yard Signs 
Our VBS yard signs are here.  Be sure and pick 
one up today. 


