TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Bobby Rader/Opening Prayer by: Jerry Mallernee
Morning Assembly Song Leader: River Lucy

#587 Sing and Be Happy
#948 1 am Resolved

Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch
#176 Lamb of God
Communion Devotional by: David Smith
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#214 Have You Seen Jesus My Lord?
Sermon: “Wake Up!”
Acts 20:1-12

#947 Jesus Is Tenderly Calling
#622 Ring Out the Message
Closing Prayer by: Wayne Noonkester

Oct. 16, 2022

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Tonight is our
3rd Sunday Evening
Singing

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Small Things

We wrote last week about wanting to dream big dreams. But today, we want to emphasize
something else: while dreaming big dreams we must remember that there is a great value in
small things.

Many of us have probably heard the ancient Chinese proverb, originally attributed to the phi-
losopher Laozi: “a journey of a thousand miles begins with one step”. Every man and woman
was once a baby. The vast oceans are made up of drops of water. The shore of the sea which
we call the beach is composed of grains of sand. What would the world be without little
things?

Many people have failed in life because of an inability to place the proper value on small
things. One cent lost in a sale makes one dollar when there are a hundred sales. It is looking
after such small matters that assures success for those in business. The same is true in what-
ever we do. A person may be very talented, but one fault, though it may be seemingly insig-
nificant, can result in failure. I was watching the Astros play the Mariners earlier this week in
the Division Series, and in Game 2, Seattle hit a fly ball to deep right field that almost cleared
the wall; had it been struck just an inch lower on the bat, right on the sweet spot rather than off
the end, it would have been a home run, likely changing the outcome of the game (and who
knows, perhaps the series). A single inch!

Think about it in terms of personal characteristics. Have you ever known someone whose life
was marred by a single fault? Maybe they were very skilled and accomplished...but they al-
ways talked about themselves, “tooting their own horn” as we sometimes say. Or perhaps they
were very likeable and talented...except for the fact that they were lazy. A single fault can cast
a shadow over everything else. We see how much harm one ostensibly tiny flaw can do.

If we turn this around, we will find a valuable lesson on the other side. Just as sure as success
is lost because of small things, it is also gained by small things. Looking after details is a pro-
ductive habit. Let’s consider that especially in the work of the church, and how much it de-
pends on little things. It is impossible to know how many small matters are looked after by
those who are never really recognized as workers in the church. But recognition from their fel-
lows is not what genuine Christians are interested in. What would the church be without some-
one to “look after the details”? How much “decency and order” could be had without these




Our Sick

Gayle Coleman had eye surgery last week.

Continued Prayers

(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain, Gary Niel-
sen, Howard Duhon, Bubba Pearson, Logan
Holston

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh,
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Oct. 17th
at 5:30 p.m..

We will have a meal on Wednesday, Oct 19th
at 5:30 p.m. in the family life center.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Thursday, Oct. 20th at 8:00 a.m.

Homecoming is Sunday, Oct. 23rd. We will
need to provide desserts.

Fall Festival
Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct. 29th from 4-6
p.m. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in
the foyer. See Lauren Tristan for more infor-
mation.

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Zach Arthur Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader ~ Daniel Balch

Don Taylor Danny Balch

Robert Ward Walden David

Gus Tristan
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people? There is a great host of people who are constantly looking after what we call small mat-
ters who are actually contributing the difference between success and failure.

Someone is ill and needs care; some member of the church silently fits into the picture and does
a bit of modest service. A person is helped; God is glorified; the church is built up.

Someone has grown weak and ceased to assemble with the saints, ceased to worship on a regu-
lar basis. A devout Christian does a little exhorting. No announcement was made; in fact, no
one knew of it but these two. But soon the fault is removed and a soul is restored. New strength
is added to the church. Where did this new strength originate? Who knows? Perhaps just two
people and God.

A neighbor needs to hear the gospel. One who loves the souls of other people invites them to
attend services with them. They attend and they come back. They attend again and again. Soon
they obey the gospel. A new child is born into the kingdom of God. Someone gives the preacher
credit for converting another soul, but God knows what actually took place. God saw the hum-
ble child as he approached the stranger with the invitation. God will not forget. His reward is
sure. A small service was performed and a soul was born.

Just as sure as you sometimes find a “little leaven in a large lump”, if you turn that lesson
around and make another application you will find “a lot of leaven in a little lump,” and the
work of the Lord’s church goes on. We depend so much on small things. Remember their im-
portance and don’t be afraid of doing the small things you can do in the work of the church.

Bryant Perkins



