TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Bobby Rader/Opening Prayer by: Ken Coleman

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch

#869 We’re Marching to Zion
#867 To Canaan’s Land I’'m On My Way

Scripture Reading by: Joseph Girard
#383 Jesus keep Me Near the Cross
Communion Devotional by: Jerry Mallernee
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#535 The Glory-Land Way
Sermon: “Collision Course”
Acts 19:8-41

#945 Kneel at the Cross
#864 Where the Gates Swing Outward Never
Closing Prayer by: Zach Arthur

Oct. 9, 2022

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Tonight is our
2nd Sunday Evening
Service Project

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Big Plans

A speaker one time made the statement to an audience, “When planning to live, make no small
plans.” When I first encountered that statement, it struck me just how much we need that ad-
vice in our work for the Lord. The reason many churches have not advanced beyond what they
were many years ago, the reason many churches fail to reach their potential, and yes, the rea-
son many churches close their doors is because they have not made plans to advance and grow
and do great things for the Lord. The church does not live by chance. We see this even in the
book of Acts, as we have been studying through it this year: God is in control of the mission,
and though he sometimes directs his people in ways that are contrary to their expectations, he
ultimately works through their plans and purposes for the advance of his kingdom. The church
grows because growth is planned. The church expands because it has a plan for expansion. The
church is educated because it has a program of education. There is much that is accomplished
in every phase of the work when we make plans to accomplish great things.

There are several impediments that should never have been allowed to enter the thinking of
God’s people in planning the Lord’s work. One is: “We are so small in number we cannot ex-
pect much.” For one thing, the person who makes a statement like that reveals their lack of
knowledge of Scripture (and world history, for that matter). Another related to this is, “we do
not have the funds to do very much.” All of this reveals the subconscious thinking that inevita-
bly produces failure if it is allowed to interfere with our work. This kind of thinking will al-
ways sway us in our planning.

It is dangerous to think of defeat when we are serving God. God has never been and never will
be defeated! Many of his children have, after they ceased to trust in God. But the history of
God’s dealings with his people will show that he has always triumphed, whether the people
were many or few, poor of rich, as long as they trusted in God; but great numbers and wealth
both have failed when God was placed in the background.

Another of these major hindrances is the feeling that “we have done some good work and now
we have earned some rest for awhile.” Is that what Jesus taught? Did the church at Jerusalem
rest when their number mounted into the thousands? The only instances we have in the Bible
of the church having rest is when it is said to be at rest from their enemies. On those occasions,
the same statements describe them saying they grew mightily, increased in numbers and multi-
plied. In other words, they were busy in the service of God!




Qur Sick

Robert Modisette is in San Jacinto Method-
ist Hospital room 2170. He fell last week.

Continued Prayers

(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain, Gary Niel-
sen, Howard Duhon, Bubba Pearson, Logan
Holston

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh,
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

No Elders, Minister meeting this week.

We will have a meal on Wednesday, Oct 12th
at 5:30 p.m. in the family life center.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Thursday, Oct. 20th at 8:00 a.m.

Homecoming is Sunday, Oct. 23rd.

Fall Festival
Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct. 29th from 4-6
p.m. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in
the foyer. See Lauren Tristan for more infor-
mation

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Zach Arthur Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader ~ Daniel Balch

Don Taylor Danny Balch

Robert Ward Walden David

Gus Tristan
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Look at the history of any church that has made outstanding progress in God’s service. In every
instance you will find people who were willing to tackle big plans. You will find people who
were so busy doing big things for God that they had no time to spent fretting about weaknesses
from a human standpoint. You will find people who trusted God when God was all that was
present to trust. Such faith and effort brings success.

I want to encourage us not to make small plans in serving the Lord. Let’s dream big dreams and
make big plans. That’s not to say that good sense and prudence should not be used; but I tend to
think that most of us have never planned anything even up to our ability, let alone anything be-
yond our ability.

We have a lot of things planned here in the next few weeks: many of us just went door knocking
yesterday; we hope to use that as a spring board into launching visits for New Movers; we have
Homecoming in just a couple of weeks; a Fall Festival at the end of the month; and some other
exciting things that are in the works that we will be talking more about in the coming weeks.
Why not get involved in some of these plans?

A good place to start would be a personal commitment to be present for every assembly if at all
possible—and not just on Sunday morning, but our gatherings on Sunday and Wednesday eve-
ning. Another good plan would be to invite someone new each week to come and worship with
us. Just think, even though we only have 2 weeks until Homecoming, if 100 people issued an
invitation each of the next 2 weeks to just 2 new person, we would have invited 200 people to
come visit that day. Now think about those same numbers stretched over the course of a year.

Let’s make no small plans and dream no small dreams. Let’s dream big dreams and make big
plans for the Liberty Church of Christ. That takes all of us—we are counting on you.

Bryant Perkins



