TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Bobby Rader/Opening Prayer by: Craig Girard
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Bobby Rader

#47‘Holy, Holy, Holy
#287 Wonderful Story of Love

Scripture Reading by: Matthew Girard
#349 Ten Thousand Angels
Communion Devotional by: Robert Ward
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#162 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Sermon: “Rebaptism”
Acts 18:18-19:7

#902 Nothing But the Blood
#300 Praise Him! Praise Him!
Closing Prayer by: Tommy Cary

Oct. 2, 2022

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Welcome by: Bobby Rader
Evening Assembly Song Leader: Bobby Rader
#589 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

Opening Prayer: Don Taylor
#797 Lord We Come Before Thee Now

Sermon: “Settling Differences”
Matthew 18:15-35

#915 Trust and Obey
#414 Anywhere with Jesus

Closing Prayer: Ken Coleman

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Take Dead Aim

Matt Emmons, world class target shooter, had already won gold in the 50m prone event at the
2004 Athens Olympics. Now, going into the final shot of the final round for the overall gold in
the 50m 3 rifle positions—kneeling, prone, and standing—he had built an almost insurmount-
able lead. He did not even need a bullseye to win; if he were merely on target, achieving a
score of 8.0 or better, he would take home the gold.

Trying to remain calm, he followed his usual procedure of lowering his rifle from 12 o’clock
down to the firing position. He squeezed the trigger. The shot was good—an 8.1, good enough
to win the gold medal!

There was just one problem: standing in lane 2, he fired at the target in lane 3. His score for
firing at the wrong target? Zero points, and an 8" place finish instead of a gold.

It does not matter how accurate you are if you are aiming at the wrong target.

Paul’s Past Values

In Philippians 3:2ff, Paul warns the church to look out for a group of people he calls, dogs,
evildoers, those who mutilate the flesh. Most likely, based on what we know about Paul’s life
and the context here, they are Judaizers, Jewish Christians who wanted to force Gentiles to ob-
serve the Law of Moses.

The terms he uses are harsh and pointed: dogs were not lovable companions in Jewish society
but disgusting scavengers, and they sometimes applied the term as an insult to Gentiles; evil-
doers, whatever else it may imply, means at minimum they do evil works, not good; the muti-
lation of the flesh is a reference to circumcision, the key sign of the covenant for Jews, com-
pared now to the pagan cuttings prohibited by the Law of Moses.

In other words, Paul takes what these Judaizers valued most—their status as Jews and their
works of the Law—and turns them on their head. These are sure signs they are not God’s peo-
ple. Instead, Paul writes, we are the circumcision—that is, all Christians, Jew and Gentile
alike. The true people of God are those who are sealed inwardly, not outwardly (see Romans
2:28-29).




Our Sick

Continued Prayers

(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain, Gary Niel-
sen, Howard Duhon, Bubba Pearson, Logan
Holston

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh,
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Deacons meet today at 4:15 p.m.

Elders, Deacons, Minister meeting, Monday,
Oct. 3rd at 6:30 p.m. this week.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, Oct. 4th at 8:00 a.m.

We will have a meal on Wednesday, Oct 5th
at 5:30 p.m. in the family life center.

Door Knocking
We will be going Door Knocking on Saturday,
Oct. 8th. A meeting will be immediately after
services this morning. If you are interested in
helping with this please see one the Elders or
Bryant Perkins.

Fall Festival
Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct. 29th from 4-6
p.m. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in
the foyer. See Lauren Tristan for more infor-
mation
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The irony is that Paul once valued the same things his opponents did. In fact, he could beat
them at their own game, as he lays out in v. 5-6. He was circumcised the 8th day, according to
the law, meaning his parents were faithful Jews. He was an Israelite by birth, not a proselyte. He
was from the tribe of Benjamin, an illustrious lineage that he shared with Israel’s first king. He
spoke the ancient language when so many in his time knew only Greek.

In addition to those things he had by birth, he had his own achievements. He was a Pharisee, the
strict keepers of the law. He was a persecutor of the church, proving his zeal against the ene-
mies of God. He kept the statues of the law so that he was blameless; not sinless, but making
correction where needed.

If anyone could boast about their attainments in this world, it was Paul.

Paul’s Present Values

Yet, Paul ultimately realized that all of these things were worthless. They counted nothing com-
pared to knowing Christ. Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ (v. 7).
Paul hit the bullseye only to find that he had been aiming at the wrong objective all along.

Most of us are not likely to boast in our Jewish ancestry. But, like Paul, there are any number of
trivial things in which we might take pride. There are those of birth, like being an American,
born into a family of means, raised in a Christian home. There are those of personal accom-
plishment, such as a prestigious career, our individual talents or abilities, or even, like the Ju-
daizers, works of righteousness. But the only target that really matters is Jesus Christ.

Where are you aiming?

Bryant Perkins



