
 

 

        Aug. 28, 2022 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

What Your Preacher Wishes You Knew 
 

This article was complied a couple of years ago by Jack Wilkie and published on the Focus Press site. I do not 
necessarily identify with all of these, but many of them are applicable to me personally; it is good food for thought 
in general for other ministers you have a relationship with. I have edited and abridged it slightly for redundancy 
and formatting. All italics below are part of the original article and are not my words. BP  
The life of a minister is one of those things that’s hard to understand unless you’ve lived it. The weight of respon-
sibility of setting a Christ-like example and preaching correct doctrine is not something we take lightly. Beyond 
that, we have the unique challenges of maintaining our personal lives and working on our imperfect relationship 
with God while carrying the weight of helping others in their personal lives and relationships with God. 
 
So, I asked my ministry friends to share things they wish church members understood about the life of a minister. 
I wanted to give them the opportunity to say things that give a glimpse into the mind of a minister, things that they 
wouldn’t necessarily say from the pulpit or in conversations with members. The following is a collection of their 
comments, categorized by the main topics that seemed to emerge from their suggestions. 
 
(I want to make it clear that these aren’t being shared to complain or criticize or cast a negative view of ministry. 
We love what we do—it’s the best job in the world. Instead, the purpose is to share things that church members 
might not know or realize about the life of a minister. Awareness helps, as the members who understand the con-
cepts discussed below are often those who are most helpful to our work and the biggest encouragement to us and 
our families.)   
The Work 
I wish they knew I think about them and their families even after I come home from work. I never leave my      

job at the office. I’m practically on call 24/7 and even on my days off. 
I wish they knew we aren’t employees. We are fellow laborers who are constantly under a microscope, unlike     

themselves. 
 Preachers wish that their congregations knew he works hard at what he does. 
 Preachers wish that their congregations knew he measures success in changed lives. 
If a member intellectually teaches that a preacher is not a pastor (unless the congregation has a dual elder-

preacher thing going), they shouldn’t practically expect the preacher to do the job of a pastor. 
I wish church members would define my work the way Scripture does. 
 
Criticism 
 If you have a problem or something you don’t like, come talk to us and not elders or other members. 
We can tell when you don’t like us or our preaching. 
I wish members knew how deflating and disheartening it is for a minister to hear gossip and rumors about him 

or (especially) his family. 
I wish members knew how deflating and disheartening it is for a minister to hear gossip and rumors about him 

or (especially) his family. 
We wish you would hold yourself to the same standard that you hold us. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Welcome by: Don Taylor  
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

Opening Prayer by: Daniel Balch 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#924 Just As I Am 
 #615 He Keeps Me Singing 

Closing Prayer by: Zach Arthur  

#543 Wonderful Words of Life 
Scripture Reading by: Rock Cary  

 #509  I Will Sing the Wondrous Story 
Communion Devotional by: David Smith 

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#837 I Need Thee Every Hour 
#797 Lord We Come Before Thee Now  

#881 Mansion Over the Hilltop 
Sermon: “The Jailhouse Rocked” 

 Acts 16:11-40 

Tonight is our 
4th Sunday Evening  

Fellowship Potluck Meal 
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Our Sick  
Matt Horelica, friend of Lisa Young, had 
surgery last month to remove a non-
cancerous tumor is still in ICU. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar 
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe 
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain, Gary Niel-
sen, Russell Godby 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy McIntosh, 
Lois Watts 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Ken Coleman       Zach Arthur         Bryant Perkins 
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch 
Don Taylor          Danny Balch 
Robert Ward        Walden David 
                             Gus Tristan         

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister  meeting Monday, Aug. 29th 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a potluck meal this evening at 
5:00 p.m. in the family life center. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Tuesday, Sept. 6th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
We will have a meal on Wednesday, Sept. 7th 
at 5:30 p.m. 

It’s hard not to take everything personally. 
 Constructive criticism is much easier to take from people who regularly encourage us.  
 
Our Imperfections 
I wish they knew that we have struggled. That we are not perfect. 
We live with James 3:1 hanging over our heads every day of our life. We are imperfect. We need grace as much 

as the next person. 
Read through Hebrews 11. In that amazing list of godly people were murderers, harlots, liars, drunkards…please 

forgive and/or tolerate preachers who struggle with addiction, depression, obesity, introversion, or a poorly 
worded sermon from time to time. 

I wish members knew how preachers struggle with sin, selfishness, loneliness, and how they can never feel fully 
vulnerable without fear. 

I wish church members would not hold me to a higher standard than God does. 
 
The Church 
You discourage me when you don’t show up for services and you could. 
We wish you knew how much it hurts the body when you (a member) don’t think it’s important to be there when 

we’re gathered. 
 Preachers wish their congregations knew it isn’t HIS congregation. 
 Preachers wish their congregations knew that he really cares about each of them. 
 I wish church members would talk with me about spiritual things on days not Sunday and Wednesday. 
I wish church members would realize that though we may not always see eye to eye, we’re still on the same 

team. 
I wish church members knew that there are very few times when they’re not on my mind. 
We want you to know how often we think and pray about you at home. 
   I wish they knew the love and energy that it takes to be a minister in the Lord’s church. 
 
Personal Life 
 I wish church members would realize that my family is my first ministry. 
 And that preachers should not have to live any less comfortably than they do. 
 And that the lesson steps on my toes while I’m writing it and preaching it. 
 I wish church members would not act like I’m the only person who lives in a “glass house” (Heb. 4:13). 
 When we lose our job, we lose our friends, our home, and most of the time are forced to move to a new city or 

even state. 
  It’s ok to be friends with the minister and his family. Ministry is lonely. It can especially be lonely for the minis  

ter’s spouse and children. Friendship is one of the best gifts a congregation can give. 
I wish people wouldn’t censor themselves because I’m a minister. Speak to me like you’d speak to anyone else. 

For a couple reasons – 1) I like having real interactions with people that aren’t necessarily ministerial. But also 2) 
It’s hard to minister to a projection of a person. If you aren’t your true and honest self, I can’t minister to your 
actual needs. 

Invite the minister and his family to have lunch with you Sunday after services. It could be McDonald’s and you 
don’t even have to pay. But the fact that you wanted to spend time with them will mean a ton. 

  

The new paper directories are in the foyer. 


