TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP June 20, 2021
Welcome by: Daniel Balch /Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch

#869 We’re Marching to Zion
#650 Send the Light

Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch
#147 1 Stand Amazed
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#480 Blessed Assurance
Sermon: Like Father, Like Son
Matthew 5:43-48

#902 Nothing But the Blood
#797 Lord We Come Before Thee Now

Closing Prayer by: Tommy Cary

Galatians 5:1

Welcome by Daniel Balch

Third Sunday night singing

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Joshua’s Resolution

On this Father’s Day, let’s consider an important statement made by God’s man Joshua, one
that he makes as a father. In Joshua 24, he is giving his farewell address to the nation. He was
an old man who could already feel the hand of death upon him; so it was important that he give
the people guidance on how to continue on without him. He recounts the history of Israel, at-
tributing their prosperity to God. If the people forget that, he warns, they will be defeated and
doomed—in fact, they are in danger of forgetting it. Some of them are drifting away from the
worship of the Lord, turning to the service of the false gods of their new neighbors in Canaan.

Against this background, Joshua makes his appeal. Like all of us, Joshua wears more than one
hat. He is the leader of Israel. But he is also a father, a grandfather, the leader of his family.
And Joshua makes this statement as much as a father as a national leader. He summarizes eve-
rything God has done for them, I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that
you had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that
you did not plant. In light of that, he says, Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincer-
ity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in
Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom
you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods
of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
(Joshua 24:13-15)

Joshua could not bear for the people to be indecisive. He had led them for many years and
would continue to lead by example even after he was gone. So he wanted to make sure they
understood the consequences of the choices they made. Essentially, he was saying, “I don’t
know what you’re going to do about it — you haven’t picked a side.” Some were evidently even
leaning toward the wrong side. “But I know what we are going to do. We will serve the Lord.”

Great people of God have always been people of decision. Abel offered God a more acceptable
sacrifice than Cain. Because of that decision to follow God, though dead, his faith still speaks.




Oscar Cantu is taking chemo treatments
and has received some good news.

Peggy Mclntosh is in San Jacinto Methodist
Hospital. She had a stroke last week.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri
Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank &
Tina Garcia, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Winston
Leifester, Caitlin Smith, J. C. Whitfield

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Larry Hicks, Catherine Parker

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa,
Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meet Monday, June 21st at
5:30 p.m.

Baby Shower for Lacey Arthur on Sunday,
July 11th. She is registered at babylist.com.
More information to come.

Primetimers will be going to Tia Juanita’s
Fish Camp restaurant in Winnie on Tuesday,
July 13th at 6:00 p.m.

VBS is scheduled for Monday, July 19-
Thursday, July 22nd. For more information,
see Abbey Perkins. If you are interested in
helping with VBS, there will be a meeting im-
mediately after morning service.

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to David Warren and

his family on the death of his brother in law
Herman Hanks. He passed away last week.

We extend our sympathy to the family of Luis
Medina. He was killed in a car accident earlier
this month. The funeral was Saturday.
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Or there’s Elijah on Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18. He asked Isracl how long they would halt
between two opinions, between serving God and Baal. There was a showdown between Elijah
and the prophets of Baal. And just as Joshua’s stand saved his nation from utter corruption, so
too did Elijah’s. He was all alone at the climactic moment, but he decided for God anyway, with
serious repercussions.

What about Paul, as he was ready to be put to death in Rome? Remember, Paul entered into his
ministry knowing what awaited him: beatings, imprisonment, shipwreck, deprivation, and ulti-
mately death.

The list could be a long one, like the hall of fame in Hebrews 11. Abraham, who chose to leave
the greatest civilization of his day at God’s call. Moses, who decided serving God was better
than the pleasures of Egypt. In fact, our first glimpse of Joshua is him choosing to serve God in
the face of complaining Israel in Exodus 17. The Israelites whine that Moses has led them out
in the wilderness to die of thirst, so God has him bring water from a rock. They name the place
Meribah on account of the quarreling of the people because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is
the Lord among us or not? "(Exodus 17:7). But Joshua had no such doubts; the very next scene
shows him going out to fight with Amalek and defeating him. And probably the most famous
story we remember about Joshua, in Numbers 13-14, is his trust in God despite the report on
Canaan from the 10 faithless spies. It was not easy to choose for God then—it almost cost him
his life—but Joshua never wavered.

Too often, we focus on our problem in life to the extent they paralyze us. This is especially
dangerous when it comes to deciding for God. Some fail to obey the gospel because they fear
they aren’t good enough. Some fail to give as prospered because they are afraid they can’t pay
the bills. We don’t tell others about Jesus because we fear rejection. So many times, like Israel
on the border of the Promised Land, we look at our problems and then do nothing. What was
the result for them? An entire generation left their bodies to rot in the wilderness.

Our problems are real. But instead of fixating on those, let’s see the possibilities that come
through trusting God. Are we ready to stand with Joshua? With Elijah and Abraham and Paul
and the rest? Will we serve the Lord?

Bryant Perkins



