TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Don Taylor /Opening Prayer by: Phillip Strickhausen
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch

#480 Blessed Assurance
#469 Faith Is the Victory

Scripture Reading by: Tristan Strickhausen
#586 May Faith Looks Up to Thee
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#543 Wonderful Words of Life
Sermon: Not a Mother’s Day Sermon
1 Samuel 1:1-2

#643 Sowing the Seed of the Kingdom
#611 Heavenly Sunlight

Closing Prayer by: Reiko Walker
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Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

A Hard Day

Today is Mother’s Day. The holiday was first organized by Anna Jarvis, who held a memorial
for her mother at St. Andrew’s Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia, where she had
been a Sunday School teacher, in 1907. An official worship service was observed in the same
place the following year, accompanied by a larger ceremony in the store of Philadelphia mer-
chant John Wanamaker. By the year after that, it was being celebrated in New York City.

Jarvis then launched a campaign to establish the day as a national holiday to honor all mothers.
In 1914, Congress passed a law officially recognizing it on the second Sunday in May, and
President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation declaring it.

Ironically, Jarvis soon came to resent the commercialization of the holiday that began to occur
within a decade. As she commented, “A printed card means nothing except that you are too
lazy to write to the woman who has done more for you than anyone in the world. And candy!
You take a box to Mother—and then eat most of it yourself. A pretty sentiment.” By the 1920s,
she was organizing boycotts and protests and was even arrested for disturbing the peace. She
herself never married or had any children.

Jarvis offers a microcosm of the mixed emotions for many surrounding this holiday. We cer-
tainly want to honor and celebrate our mothers and motherhood in general; we would, quite
literally, not be here without them. But at the same time, there are some who dread this time of
year: maybe we have a less than ideal relationship with our mother or, for you mothers, with
your children; maybe our mother has passed on and we grieve her loss, or—God forbid—
maybe you are a mother grieving the loss of a child; maybe for whatever reason we do not
have children, despite our desire for them.

From the very beginning, Mother’s Day has been linked with a church service. Traditionally,
there is a sermon extolling the virtues of mothers. In many places over the years, they have
been publicly recognized with the giving of carnations or even being asked to stand. And in the
midst of that are those suffering in silence, waiting for it to all be over for another year.




Our Sick
Jo Ella McKewen the hospital.

Caitlin Smith, is continuing to have health
problems.

J. C. Whitfield, Gayle Coleman’s sister, is
in rehab for a broken hip and ribs.

Oscar Cantu is taking chemo treatments
and will have a pet scan in May.

Karen Hale had back surgery on Friday.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri
Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank &
Tina Garcia, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Winston
Leifester

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Larry Hicks, Catherine Parker

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa,
Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meet Monday, May 10th at
5:30 p.m.

Primetimers will be going to Salt Grass
Steakhouse in Baytown on Tuesday, May 11th
at 6:00 p.m. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin
board.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Thursday, May 20th at 8:00 a.m.

New Time
Please note the new time for Wednesday eve-
ning service is 6:30 p.m.

Vaccine Clinic
The Department of State Health Services will
be holding a vaccine clinic here at the building
on Friday, May 14th from 2-6 p.m. A flyer is
on the bulletin board.
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If that applies to you, consider that there are a number of women in Scripture who would have
shared your discomfort. It occurred to me this week, in fact, that of the 5 women specifically
mentioned in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus, at least 4 of them probably would have fallen into
this camp (Matthew 1:1-17).

Tamar had been widowed by two of Judah’s sons and was then promised to a third son, Shelah,
who was still a boy. In the meantime, she went back to her father’s house, living as a widow.
But Judah was afraid that she was cursed, and even when Shelah came of age, he did not have
them marry. Tamar’s positions was precarious: she had no status, no inheritance, no security
without children, and no prospects for marriage, since she was promised to Shelah. So in a dis-
turbing scene, she disguised herself as a prostitute, seduced Judah, and became pregnant. When
he found out about her immorality, he intended to have her killed, until she produced artifacts
that demonstrated his paternity, at which point he acknowledged his sin. She ultimately gave
birth to twins — but every Mother’s Day would be a reminder of the whole sorry tale.

Rahab was a prostitute in Jericho. As a result, we can only imagine how many children she
might have given birth to, or how many unwanted pregnancies might have been dealt with
through folk remedies. Ultimately, she hid the Israelite spies who infiltrated the city and was
saved—but every Mother’s Day would bring her past flooding back.

Bathsheba is not mentioned by name by Matthew, identified only as the wife of Uriah. She was
seduced by King David while already married to the aforementioned Uriah, and her husband
was murdered to cover up the affair when she became pregnant. Not only did Uriah die, but the
baby died too as a consequence of their sin. Every Mother’s Day would recall the child she lost
as a result of her own actions.

Last but certainly not least, Mary, the mother of Jesus, had to witness her firstborn’s excruciat-
ing, public execution.

It was highly unusual in the ancient world to even mention women in genealogies. We might,
therefore, expect those named to have been idealized. What we find instead is that they were
ordinary, tarnished, struggling through life with sin and grief and who knows what else. In other
words, they were just like us. And yet, through these women, God brought the Messiah into the
world. So if you are hurting on this Mother’s Day, remember that you are not alone, either now
or in the history of God’s people—remember, above all, that God is still there for you.

Bryant Perkins



