TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Don Taylor /Opening Prayer by: Bobby Rader
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Brooks McKelroy

#3851 I'll Fly Away
#867 To Canaan’s Land I’'m on My Way

Scripture Reading by: Matthew Girard
#490 It Is Well with My Soul
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#508 A Wonderful Savior
Sermon: The Vineyard Owner
Mark 12:1-12

#560 Living by Faith
#517 Heaven Came Down

Closing Prayer by: Craig Girard
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Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Let’s Get to Work!

On the first day of the last week of his life, Jesus made his “Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem.
He was greeted by crowds of people shouting Hosanna to the son of David—“God, save!”—
and waving palm branches, welcoming him like a king. That did not sit well with the Jewish
elites, who questioned his authority in series of confrontations.

At one point in this clash, Jesus told them a story: 4 man had two sons. And he went to the first
and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” And he answered, “I will not” but after-
ward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he
answered, “I go sir,” but did not go.” (Matthew 21:28-30) He applied that to his audience,
without mincing words: the respectable religious leaders were the disobedient sons; the tax col-
lectors and prostitutes were the obedient ones, and even those despised outcasts would enter
the kingdom of God before them!

There are lessons for us here, too. Consider the question Jesus asks to drive his point home:
Which of the two did the will of his Father? (v. 31) This is the only question that really matters;
all Scripture is saturated with that conviction. What is at stake here is doing or failing to do the
will of God—and, when we consider the perfectly obedient example of Jesus, it is following or
failing to follow him. The Father is God, and the vineyard is his Kingdom. The two sons are
classes of people commanded to labor in it: those open sinners who refuse but then repent and
earnestly labor, and those hypocrites who make promises they don’t keep.

But let’s think more particularly about the command, go and work in the vineyard today. Note
3 things about that command:

1. There is work to be done. That should be obvious, and yet sometimes we seem blind to it.
There is work to be done in meeting the physical needs of others; there is an even greater need
in spiritual matters. As an easy example, did you know that (pre-COVID) the average atten-
dance at churches of Christ across the country on Sunday morning was only 94? That’s alarm-
ing when you consider that there are several 1,000+ member congregations that bolster that
number. 54% of congregations average just 34 people on Sunday. That means we are right at
par here even without things back to normal—that’s good!—but there is still so much to do.
And we should note for those who fail to do, 58 churches a year closed their doors forever in
the last decade.




Our Sick
Jo Ella McKewen is home after being in the
hospital and rehab.

Caitlin Smith, is continuing to have health
problems.

J. C. Whitfield, Gayle Coleman’s sister, is
in rehab for a broken hip and ribs.

Oscar Cantu is taking chemo treatments
and will have a pet scan in May.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri
Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank &
Tina Garcia, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Winston
Leifester

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Larry Hicks, Catherine Parker

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa,
Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Deacons meet today.

Elders, Minister, Deacons meet Monday,
May 3rd at 6:30 p.m.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, May 4th at 8:00 a.m.

Primetimers will be going to Salt Grass
Steakhouse in Baytown on Tuesday, May 11th
at 6:00 p.m.

New Time
Please note the new time for Wednesday eve-
ning service will be at 6:30 p.m. instead of at
7:00 p.m.

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to Oscar Cantu and

his family on the death of his sister, Alice Lo-
pez. She passed away Friday morning. Fu-
neral arrangements are pending.

Vaccine Clinic
The Department of State Health Services will
be holding a vaccine clinic here at the building
on Friday, May 14th. More information to
come.

continued from front page

2. Go work in the vineyard. There is not merely work to be done, but it’s God’s work. Many
people are eager to work, but not in the Father’s vineyard. We are pretty good about working in
our own vineyard for our own benefit. But how many of us work consistently for God? How
many of us are willing to teach Bible classes? How many of us bring friends or neighbors to
church? How many of us even pray or read our Bibles much? Sometimes we think about work
in the church and imagine we aren’t capable of much, but many of these are simple things. Jesus
seemed to think he was working in the vineyard even on his knees: the only work we know of
that made him sweat was prayer! We are not all skilled to do the same kind of work. But God
does call us to work.

3. Go work today. The need is now. We aren’t needed in some indefinite future. God calls us
to work today. Like the case of the two sons, this is the only day that exists. All that is necessary
to waste our lives is to waste today.

We are excited that things are slowly but surely getting back to normal around here. We are
meeting on Wednesdays again, starting this week at 6:30. Soon, we will announce resumption
of our meetings on Sunday nights, with a new format and focus on building each other up and
serving others. We have activities on the calendar here in May, from the Primetimers, to a blood
drive and a COVID vaccine clinic, to our ongoing need for help in the Food Bank. We are plan-
ning VBS for this summer, and we have some other exciting ideas for the future.

There are so many opportunities for fellowship, for study, and for service inside and outside the
church. Let’s all get to work!

Bryant Perkins



