TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: Phillip Strickhausen

Morning Assembly Song Leader:
#797 Lord, We Come Before Thee Now
#431 Break Thou the Bread of Life
Scripture Reading by: Rock Cary
#364 Come Share the Lord
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#4 To God Be the Glory

Sermon: "How Do You See It Now?"
Haggai 2:3-7

# Let Him Have His Way With Thee
#705 A Common Love

Closing Prayer by: Chris Young

Dec. 29, 2019

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Welcome by Bobby Rader
Evening Assembly Song Leader:

#
#

Scripture Reading:
Opening Prayer: Ken Coleman
#

Sermon: “One Word: Christ"

#
#

Closing Prayer: David Warren

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes

Make the Right Choice

In 1988, Dan Quayle was selected as the running mate for the Republican Presidential candi-
date, George H. W. Bush. Within just a few hours of that announcement, he faced the most in-
tense scrutiny of his life. One of the questions revolved around his enlistment in the National
Guard during the Vietnam War: did he use personal connections to do that, and did he do it to
avoid going overseas? In a news conference the day after his selection, he answered frankly, “I
did not know in 1969 that I would be in this room today, I’ll confess.”

If I had only known, I would have done things differently.

Our choices have consequences. At this season, many of us are likely already pondering that
fact. We are rapidly approaching the end of one year and the beginning of a new one. This is
often a time for reflection on the past and resolutions for the future, of evaluating the decisions
we have made over the previous year and trying to apply what we have learned to the coming
one. As we embark on 2020, how can we endeavor to ensure that we make the right choices?

Do Not Focus on the Things of the World

When setting goals for the future, so many people in our society are only focused on the idea of
“winning.” Bill Veeck, former owner of the Cleveland Indians, is a good example: he would
move the outfield fences either in or out depending on the opponent in an effort to give Cleve-
land the advantage. When Major League Baseball officials found out, they passed a rule to
make that illegal. So, according to legend, Veeck would sneak out to the park dig up home
plate, moving it a few inches closer to or further from the pitcher’s mound for the same pur-
pose.

That’s more ridiculous than it is shocking. Unfortunately, we are not so easily shocked these
days by what people will do to get ahead: politicians will say anything to paint their opponents
in an unflattering light; businesses will put their customers at risk for the sake of profits; what-
ever it takes to win, some people will do. Their only motivation is to satisfy their desires.

Paul wrote about people like this in Philippians 3:18-19. For many, of whom I have often told
you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is de-
struction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly
things.




Our Sick
Derrick Loften is at home recovering from
burns.

Kelly McCain had eye surgery last week.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri
Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank &
Tina Garcia, Dayla Hale, Doris Trahan, Joe
Edd Stifflemire, Barry Johnson

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark
Wilcox, Bill Lunceford, J. P. Williams

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa,
Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Plastic Bags

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery
bags and egg cartons. A barrel is in the
foyer.

Upcoming Activities

No Elders, Minister meeting this week.

We will a Houston Food Bank truck on Tues-
day, Jan. 7th at 8:00 a.m.

Holiday Schedule

The office will be closed Jan. 1st.

Ladies Bible Class will not meet again until
Jan. 8th.

The Liberty Lions Club asks for our continued
support of their flag program. For the annual
fee of $175, they will display 6 flags on the
front of our property for 6 holidays through the
year. We do not pay for the flags from the
church treasury, but individual members con-
tribute funds towards this program and we de-
posit and write the check to them. If you are
interested in doing so, please make your check
for however much you want to Liberty Church
of Christ and write FLAGS in the memo and
give to the front office or Robert. Thanks.

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”
is the weekly bulletin of the Liberty Church of Christ 3201 North Main, Liberty Texas 77575

Office Phone Number (936) 336-2213; Fax (936) 334-8280;
Minister’s (Bryant Perkins) Cell Phone Number (903)407-5737
Website: libertycofc.org Facebook page: Liberty Church of Christ

Privilege to Serve
Sunday, Dec. 29"
Communion Preparation: Cheryl Mast
Nursery Attendants: Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Jan. 5t Mickey Noonkester
Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Jan. 5th, Chelsey Frazier
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If you only focus on things of this world, your ultimate end is destruction. There is nothing
more to look forward to. Each of us is dying physically—we know that. Every time the calendar
turns over to a new year, we are a little bit closer to the end. But we can also be dying spiritu-
ally. And if we take no interest in spiritual things, if we are apart from Christ and live only to
gratify our bellies, then that spiritual death will be eternal.

Because Our Citizenship is in Heaven

But then Paul says, But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Je-
sus Christ... (Philippians 3:20). This is the same Jesus who said, I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly. Don’t we all want to live that abundant life?

Over the years, I’ve heard people say things like, “Man, that’s the life!” Usually, they’re refer-
ring to indulgence in alcohol or drugs or sex. I remember overhearing people when I was a stu-
dent at the University of Texas talking about how much fun they had over the weekend—they
knew it was a blast, because they were so wasted, they couldn’t even remember what they did.
They were deceiving themselves. That’s not living. It’s dying.

But that’s not the only way to a living death. How many of us live just like we are turning on a
switch? Going through the same monotonous routine, day after day? Is that really living, or is it
just going through the motions?

There is more to life than that; there is a purpose, a goal, a vision that God wants us to catch.
There is a motivation behind life greater than anything that this world has to offer. Through Je-
sus Christ, the abundant, eternal life with God is offered to each of us. As we set out on a new
year, may we remember that our citizenship is in heaven. May that truth rather than winning in
earthly matters motivate the choices that we make. May we all live abundantly in its light.

Bryant Perkins



