
 

 

  

       
Sept. 29, 2019 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Stone and Campbell Unite 

 
The two Restoration Movements led respectively by Barton W. Stone and Thomas and Alexander 

Campbell came in to increasing contact with each other in Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky throughout the 

1820s. Their interactions brought the realization that they had a great deal in common, with their com-

mitment to Scripture as their only guide and common call to unify Christians around the primitive NT 

church. Despite some differences that existed, members of both movements began to question why they 

did not unite their efforts. 

 

Of course, there were practical obstacles to union in that neither group had any sort of denominational 

structure; it had to happen organically, in each community. That stirred in some places as early as 1828, 

with more following over the next few years. The real spark occurred in Lexington, Kentucky on New 

Year’s Eve and Day of 1831/32.  

 

More than any other single figure, John T. Johnson was responsible for the event. Johnson was a lawyer 

by training, a former Congressman and the brother of Vice President Richard M. Johnson, But he re-

nounced politics for the pulpit, becoming a preacher associated with Campbell’s Disciples in Kentucky. 

He and Stone both lived in Georgetown, Kentucky at the same time and were friends. In November, 

1831, Stone preached in a meeting at Johnson’s church, and the 2 men discussed the possibility of 

unity. They were soon joined by 2 others, the colorfully named “Raccoon” John Smith and John 

Rogers. The 4 men agreed to call a general meeting to see if unity was desired. One was held in 

Georgetown in late December, 1831. Over a few days, several speakers from both movements spoke. 

Many did not favor quick union, but a gradual process that would allow them to grow together natu-

rally. A second meeting was then scheduled over New Year’s weekend in Lexington. 

 

On New Year’s Day, 1832, the meeting house in Lexington was filled to capacity. The two elected to 

speak were Smith, a leader among the Disciples, and Stone. They were instructed to give their views of 

union freely but without reference to party distinctions. Smith spoke first. He began by stating that God 

has only one people, with one book, and exhorts them all to be one family. Jesus did not pray for an 

amalgamation of sects but for the union of his people. He openly admitted that there were differences 

between the 2 groups, but the controversies had been argued for centuries and the points of disagree-

ment were not part of the gospel. The answer, then, was in using the language of Scripture, avoiding 

speculation, and in having love for one another.  

 

After pleading for unity on that basis, Smith famously concluded his speech: Let us then, my brethren, 

be no longer Campbellites or Stoneites, or New Lights or Old Lights, or any other kind of lights, but let 

us all come to the Bible, and to the Bible alone as the only book in the world that can give us all the 

Light we need.  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: David Smith 

          #121 Come Let Us All Unite to Sing 

                   #587 Sing and Be Happy 

                   #570 A Beautiful Life 

#948 I Am Resolved  

#904 Have You Been to Jesus 

 #957 This World is Not My Home 

Closing Prayer by: Jerry Mallernee 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Tristan Strickhausen 

#387 Tell Me the Story of Jesus 

 Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#827 Sweet Hour of Prayer 

Sermon: "Losing Your First Love" 

Revelation 2:1-5 

 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons 

#414 Anywhere with Jesus 

#742 When Upon Life’s Billows 

Scripture Reading: Brooks McKelroy 

Opening Prayer: Don Taylor 

#909 There’s a Fountain Free 

 Sermon: "One Word: Gospel" 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

#517 Heaven Came Down 

#875 Home of the Soul 

Closing Prayer: Jerry Mast 

 Medley 
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Our Sick 
 

 

  

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri 

Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank & 

Tina Garcia, Eric Davis,  Dayla Hale, Minny 

Owen,  Doris Trahan,  Joe Edd Stifflemire,  

J. P. Williams 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-

field, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark 

Wilcox, Bill Lunceford 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific Elders                   Deacons               Minister  

Ken Coleman       Daniel Balch       Bryant Perkins 

Bob Parker           Danny Balch 

Bobby Rader       Shannon Smith        

Don Taylor          Phillip Strickhausen 

Robert Ward           

Upcoming Activities 

Elders, Minister meeting Monday at 7:00 pm.   
We have a Houston Food Bank truck on Tues-

day, Oct. 1st at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Youth Activity, Sunday, Oct. 6th after eve-
ning service at the Strickhausen’s. 
 
Primetimers will be going to Red Lobster in 
Baytown on Tuesday, Oct.8th at 5:30 pm.  A 

sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, Sept. 29
th

 

Communion Preparation: Patti Davis 

Nursery Attendants: Tania Balch, Pat Hobbs 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Oct. 6
th:

: Willo Dean Ellis 

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Oct. 6
th

: Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton  
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Stone then followed, stating that he agreed with Smith’s statement. I have not one objection to the 

ground laid down by him as the true source of union among the people of God; and I am willing to give 

him, now and here, my hand. He then turned and offered to Smith a hand trembling with rapture and 

brotherly love, and it was grasped by a hand full of honest pledges of fellowship, and the union was vir-

tually accomplished. The next day—Sunday—the 2 groups took the Lord’s Supper together, seemingly 

sealing the union. It was now proposed that all who felt willing to unite on these principles should ex-

press that willingness by giving one another the hand of fellowship; and elders and teachers hastened 

forward and joined their hands and hearts in joyful accord. A song arose, and brethren and sisters, with 

many tearful greetings, ratified and confirmed the union. On Lord’s day, they broke the loaf together, in 

that sweet and solemn communion, again pledged to each other their brotherly love. (All quotes are 

from the “Life of Elder John Smith.”) 

 

In the aftermath, Smith and John Rogers, formerly of the 2 different movements were commissioned to 

travel the country, tell people what happened, and promote union locally, which they spent 3 years do-

ing. Stone wrote in his Christian Messenger that it spread like fire in dry stubble—but we should not 

overstate how easily it came about. Many on both sides viewed it as giving up things they held dear: 

some other “Christian” groups, those with roots in the New England and O’Kelly movements, felt 

Campbell was too cold and rationalistic and did not participate in the union; Campbell himself thought it 

premature, but saw nothing to do but bit them Godspeed, and he eventually came around. 

 

The result was a period of remarkable growth. Numerous journals—at least 28 different ones in the 

1830s alone, with thousands of readers—contributed to this. The first colleges were established by mem-

bers of the Movement: Bacon College in 1836, Franklin College in 1845, and, most notably, Campbell’s 

Bethany College in 1840. By the start of the Civil War, there were some 200 thousand members, with at 

least 1,000 in 17 different states. 

 

How was it possible for such different groups to even consider coming together? It was primarily be-

cause there was a will for unity. Those involved believed that union was God’s will—as it is. They loved 

one another as God’s people despite their flaws. They realized that part of restoring the New Testament 

church was restoring the unity that was God’s ideal, as Jesus prayed in John 17. May God grant us that 
same desire.  
 

 Bryant Perkins 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   

Mark Your Calenders 

1st Annual Brotherhood Wide Door Knock-

ing on October 5, 2019.   
Exciting news: we have committed to partici-

pate in this effort. Mark your calendars for Sat-

urday October 5 and plan to get involved! 

More details will follow in the coming weeks.  


