
 

 

  

       
September 30, 2018 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

 Christians and Civil Government 

 

For years, I have been keenly interested in the relationship between Christians and the civil gov-

ernment. I am clearly not alone in that. Any ordinary election season intensifies that existing 

concern. And regardless of your political leanings, I think we can agree that, between the last 

Presidential election and this midterm election, we are not in an ordinary season. 

 

Many Christians feel that they face a dilemma: we must vote for one major party or the other, 

and both options are currently seen as undesirable for various reasons. Some argue that we must 

choose the lesser of two evils. Others note the larger implications of the policies of a particular 

candidate, even if we find them personally unpalatable: Supreme Court seats are at stake, the 

trajectory of the entire nation is in the balance, and we have an obligation to shape it in a way 

that is pleasing to God. 

 

I intend to explore our thinking on this issue in a series of articles in the coming weeks. I will 

not attempt to persuade you to support any political party, Republican, Democrat, or otherwise. 

What I propose is a more foundational examination of our relationship to civil government itself 

– indeed, our relationship to the world. I have preached on this topic many times over the years, 

though you haven’t heard it in Liberty as yet. But this offers an opportunity to go into the topic 

in ways that we cannot in a sermon. 

 

You will probably not agree with everything I have to say. Make that almost definitely disagree, 

actually. That’s ok. We can still be friends. All I ask is that you try to open your mind and give 

me a fair hearing and to think about this, hard.  I don’t pretend to present anything unique or 

original on this topic (and that’s a good thing – I don’t want to be novel). But it is a minority 

view in our contemporary context, to say the least. And I am convinced that the church needs to 

hear it, desperately: the gospel itself is at stake. 

 

For most of us, our actions rest on the assumption that we have an obligation to go out and re-

shape the world according to Christian norms. As Americans, the political process is just one 

more tool in the toolbox to do that. But is that really the case? Is it our mission to “fix” the 

world? Is the political process a viable option to fulfill our mission? These are the questions we 

should consider; before we can answer how we ought to vote, we must get this right.  And I fear 

much has been taken for granted rather than critically considered on this subject. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Shannon Smith 

Welcome by: Daniel Balch /Opening Prayer by: Don Taylor 

    #611 Heavenly Sunlight 

    #406 Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

#912 Burdens Are Lifted at Calvary 

 #452 Standing on the Promises 

Closing Prayer by: Bobby Rader 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch 

#480 Blessed Assurance 

 Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#535 The Glory Land Way 

Sermon: "Christ: Who Is This Man?" 

1 John 1:1-3 

Welcome by: Daniel Balch 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Shannon Smith 

#528  I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

#545 Precious Memories 

 Scripture Reading: Brooks McKelroy   

Prayer by: David Smith 

#453 Love Lifted Me 

Sermon: "Twelve Ordinary Men: Paul" 

Philippians 3:4-7 

#909 There’s a Fountain Free 

#881 Mansion Over the Hilltop 

Closing Prayer by: Wayne Noonkester  
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Our Sick 
 

 

Doris Trahan is taking chemo treatments. 
 
Phillip Cottle is in Kindred Hospital in 
Houston. 
 
Joe Leal was in the hospital last week. 
 
Frances Petree fell last week. 
 
Patrick Smith, Gayle Coleman’s brother in 
law is in the hospital and not doing well. 
 
Jo Ann Modisette is in San Jacinto Hospital 
room ICU 12 
 
Jo Ella McKewen is in Bayshore Hospital 
in Pasadena, room 4029 

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, James Scott, Gary Nielsen, 

Harold Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, 

Frank & Tina Garcia, Bill Lunceford, Eric 

Davis, J. P. Williams, Mark Wilcox, Robert 

White, Dayla Hale, Caitlin Smith 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith,  Pauline Taylor, Winona Angelle, 

Pat Henley, Myrtle Sheffield, Ronnie Rubit, 

Joe Leonard, Dr. Ronald Davis, Frances 

Petree 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister meet Monday, Oct.1st at 
7:00 pm. 
 
Deacons meet next Sunday, Oct. 7th at 4:45 
pm. 
 
We have a Houston Food Bank truck on Tues-

day, Oct. 2nd at 8:30 am. 
 
Primetimers will be going to the Ranch Hand 
Café on Tuesday, Oct 9th at 4:45 pm. We will 

be carpooling. A sign up sheet is on the bulle-

tin board. 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, Sept. 30
th

 

Communion Preparation: Ashley Balch  

Nursery Attendants: Tania Balch, Catherine Parker 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Oct. 7
th

: Tania Balch  

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Oct. 7
th

:  Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton 
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As with anything else, I want to go to Scripture to establish what we ought to do. You see, 

this is not a new issue – it is an ancient one. If space were not limited in this format, it would 

be profitable to do a deep exegesis of a number of passages: Romans 13, 1 Peter 2:11-17, 

Mark 12:17 and its parallels all come to mind. We will certainly allude to those passages 

along the way.  

 

Instead, I want to explore some fundamental principles that are in the background of those 

passages, principles that run throughout all Scripture: the sovereignty of God; the Lordship of 

Christ; and the church as a peculiar people. These principles indicate that Christians are to be 

shaped by an ethic of radical submission, centered in and modeled upon Christ, which serves 

as an authentic witness to the world of what it means to truly be the people of God. Then we 

will get down to practical, modern applications from our study. 

 

If that sounds like a lot to cover, it is. I wish we had more space and more time. We may have 

to skim over some things instead of looking at them in detail along the way. But I want us to 

dig as deeply as we can into this topic here together and hopefully learn something, whether 

or not we end up seeing eye to eye. So put on your thinking cap: the plan is for an article 

every week between now and Election Day. 

 

Bryant Perkins 

Thank You 

Liberty Church of Christ Family, 

Words cannot express our thanks for all the 

love, prayers and support you have given our 

family over the years. 

Thanks for the beautiful plant and especially to 

all who cam to celebrate mom’s life. 

Love and Prayers, 

Margaret Nicholls family 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   


