
 

 

  

       
April 15, 2018 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

The Model Church 

 
We have been studying the book of Acts on Wednesday nights, and, for several weeks now, 
we have considered the events of Pentecost recorded at the beginning of the book: the Holy 

Spirit is poured out, empowering the disciples to speak in languages they had never learned; a 

questioning crowd gathers in response; Peter preaches the first gospel sermon, that Jesus has 

been raised from the dead and declared to be Lord and Christ by God; and forgiveness of sins 

and the gift of the Holy Spirit is offered to those who believe this message, repent, and are im-

mersed into the name of Jesus. As a result, some 3,000 respond and are added to the church. 

 

The end of the chapter, 2:42-27, offers a summary statement of life in this new community of 
believers. We examined this passage this past week, though we did not quite make it through 

all the material I intended. But that merely presents an opportunity for a lesson that would 

have been missed by those not in the class who are now reading this article. 

 

Luke tells us that the Jerusalem church devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). These are all familiar actions 
to us, to the point that that I fear we can take them for granted. Yet these early Christians reori-

ented their lives around these activities. And there is real danger in neglecting any of them. 

 

When the church is not steeped in the apostolic teaching – for us, not delivered directly but  

mediated through the Scriptures – it ends up shaped by culture rather than Christ, with a thin 

veneer of Jesus to give authority to whatever is popular. When the church does not share in life 

together, individuals live in isolation, rather than in the edifying community God intended for 

his people. When the church does not value the breaking of bread – that is what we typically 

call the Lord’s Supper – it fails to proclaim the very act of God, the death and resurrection of 

Christ, that called it into existence. When the church does not practice fervent prayer, it ig-

nores the powerful access God has given to his children as their Father. 

 

The unfortunate truth is that, while we practice all of these things, we are a pale reflection of 

those halcyon days in Jerusalem. Does our concern for the apostles’ teaching inspire us to be 

fervently evangelistic like those in Jerusalem? Even after they were scattered by persecution, 

they went everywhere preaching the word (Acts 8:1-4). Does our love for the Lord transcend  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons 

Welcome by: Don Taylor /Opening Prayer by: Daniel Balch 

    #2  We Praise Thee, O God 
  #76  How Great Thou Art 

#671  Purer in Heart, O God 

#738 Take the Name of Jesus With You 

#595  I Come to the Garden Alone 

 #966  Amen 

Closing Prayer by: Chris Young  

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Cameron Cantu 

#666  I Am Thine, O Lord 

   Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#610  I Love My Savior, Too 

Sermon:  "Doubting Thomas?" 

John 20:24-25 

Welcome by: Don Taylor 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons 

#490  It Is Well with My Soul 

#548 The Lily of the Valley 

 Scripture Reading: Rock Cary   

Prayer by: David Smith 

#827 Sweet Hour of Prayer 

Sermon: "Worship in Song: Cast Your Cares Upon Him" 

1 Peter 5:6-7 

#939 O, Why Not Tonight? 

#875 Home of the Soul 

Closing Prayer by: Wayne Noonkester  
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Our Sick 
 

 

Dana Wiggins it taking chemo treatments. 
  
Phillip Cottle will be having knee surgery 
on Wednesday, April. 18th. 
 

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, James Scott, Gary Nielsen, 

Harold Cryer, Gerald Lucy, Steve Ward, 

Teresa McKewen, Jackie David, Patricia Pa-

don,  Frank & Tina Garcia, Ronnie Davis,  

Bill Lunceford, Eric Davis, J. P. Williams, 

Stacie Copeland, Jo Ella McKewen, Leah 

Smith 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith,  Pauline Taylor, Winona Angelle, 

Pat Henley, Myrtle Sheffield, Ronnie Rubit, 

Joe Leonard 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  

Ken Coleman       Daniel Balch       Bryant Perkins 

Bob Parker           Danny Balch 

Bobby Rader       Shannon Smith        

Don Taylor          Phillip Strickhausen 

Robert Ward           

Upcoming Activities 
 

Elders, Minister meet Monday, April 16th at 

7:00 pm. 
 
We are having a Houston Food Bank truck on 

Thursday, April 19th at 9:00 am. 
 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast is Saturday, April 
21st at 8:00 am in the family life center. 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, Apr. 15
th

 

Communion Preparation: Susan McCain  

Nursery Attendants: Tania Balch, Catherine Parker  

Children’s Bible Hour: Emily Nance 

Teen Helpers: Jennifer McKelroy, Brooks McKelroy 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Apr. 15
th

: Gloria McKelroy 

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Apr. 15
th

: Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton 

Children’s Bible Hour for Sunday, Apr. 15
th

: Tania Balch  
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material things, to the point that our fellowship extends even to a willingness to share all we 

have with our brothers and sisters (2:44-45)? Do we celebrate the Lord’s Supper as the high 
point of our assembly, an enacted sermon that tells who we are and what Jesus has done for 

us, or is it a ritual we go through thoughtlessly? Are our prayers like those of the early church, 

recorded as praying together all throughout Acts? 

 

If we are honest, I think we must admit we often do not measure up. I don’t mean that primar-

ily as an indictment – we must remember that MANY churches in the 1st century fell short of 

this model, and they were still God’s people! But it should challenge us to always be striving 

after what God would have us to be. 

 

The larger point is that this new way of life resulted in them having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved (2:47). You see, 
when the church practices these things, it is not just beneficial for us. There is an attractive-

ness, an energy, that draws outsiders in. They were praising God, they were organizing their 

lives around each another and prayer and God’s word. And God added to their numbers daily. 

  

When we think that the church is unattractive or stagnant or apathetic – and we probably all 

think that at times, and, at least sometimes, we are right – we would do well to reread this pas-

sage and ask ourselves: what is missing? The gospel has not changed. God is still at work. 

People still need deliverance. 

 

What are we doing about it?  

 

Bryant Perkins 

  

  

Help Needed 

We are  in need of teacher and helpers for  

Children’s Bible Hour and help in the nursery. 

If you are interested in helping with either of 

these, please let the office know and we will 

work you into the rotation. 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   


